
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 Diary 
WEEK 3 
Monday, May 8 

P& C Meeting, 12.30pm 

Whole School Assembly, 1.50pm 
 

May 9 - May 11 

NAPLAN 
 

WEEK 4 
Friday, May 19 

Cross Country Trials 
 

WEEK 5 
May 22 - May 25 

Book Fair in the Library 
 

May 23 - May 26 

Year 10 Careers Camp 
 

Wednesday, May 24 

Year 8 Immunisation 

 

WEEK 6 
Monday, May 29 

Whole School Assembly 
 

May 29 -  June 2 

Year 6 Camp 
 

Wednesday, May 31 

Questacon, Years 7-10 
 

WEEK 7 
Monday June 5 

WA Day Holiday 
 

WEEK 8 
Thursday June 15 

RAC visit Secondary classes 
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BANK DETAILS TO PAY FEES 
 

You may prefer to pay school accounts through Direct Debit. 

The school bank account details are as follows: 
 

Account Name: Wagin District High School 

BSB Number: 036 153 

Account Number: 139315 

(Westpac - Katanning) 
 

Please ensure that the student’s name is used as  

the reference for all Direct Deposits 

 

WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 

10 Ranford Street Wagin WA 6315 
 

Principal: Mrs Cassandra Harris-Moroney 

Primary Deputy: Mrs Robyn Willey 

Secondary Deputy: Mrs Jolene Abbott 

Manager Corporate Services:  Mrs Ann Ward 
 

Phone: 9861 1877 / Fax 9861 1835 

Email: wagin.dhs@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.wagindhs.wa.edu.au 

Canteen: 9861 1348 

 

This year ANZAC Day fell during the school break and we therefore chose to 

honour  the ANZAC tradition with a whole school service on Friday, April 28th. 
 

The spirit of Anzac, with its qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice,     

continues to have meaning and relevance for our sense of  national identity. 

mailto:wagin.dhs@det.wa.edu.au
http://www.wagindhs.wa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

From the Principal 

Cass Harris-Moroney 

Welcome to Term Two, I hope everyone had a safe, relaxing break. We have started the term with a positive 

attitude and an action packed schedule. Please keep checking the website regularly as there are many events this 

Term. Please be reminded the newsletter will be electronic from this term, if you prefer a paper copy please    

contact the front office to get a copy.  
 

ATTENDANCE 

Term 1 regular attendance for the whole school was 74.3%; this is a 10% improvement on the same time frame 

for 2016. Regular Primary attendance was 92%, a whopping 22% improvement on the same time frame in 2016. 

Secondary was 85%, a whopping 32% improvement on the same time frame in 2016. Our Year 6 students had 

the best attendance rate during Term 1, 94.3%, a fantastic effort. A very big thank you to all our families to help 

improve attendance.  
 

Attendance is a major factor in student achievement, it is very important that we work together to ensure        

students have 90% or greater attendance. We understand children get sick and families have emergencies that 

cause absences from school which impact on attendance. 
 

The summary below gives you a snap shot of how attendance impacts on student learning. Please give this   

careful thought if you are planning family holidays, or any activities that may cause your child’s attendance to 

drop. If they attend 80% for their entire school life they will graduate with 3 years less learning than their peers 

who attend more than 90%; is this fair? 

If a child attends 80% of the time they are in the lowest risk category, but they will miss: 

1 day a week 

2 weeks a term 

8 weeks a year 

1 year by the end of Year 4 

2 years by the end of Year 8 

3 years by the end of Year 12 
 

We will continue to work with families to ensure attendance remains a priority. We certainly have something to 

celebrate with our Term 1 attendance; let’s keep that going for the year. 
 

ANZAC CEREMONY 

Our student councillors conducted our Whole School ANZAC service on Friday April 28. They made the 

wreath, spoke clearly and ensured the service was respectfully honoring returned and serving service men and 

women.  
 

INTERIM REPORTS Year 7-10 

Families should have received your child’s interim report. The purpose of these is to inform you of your child’s 

progress and the grade they are on track to receive on their semester report later this term. If classroom teachers 

have requested an interview please make an appointment at your earliest convenience. 
 

NAPLAN 

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 across Australia are participating in NAPLAN testing from Tuesday May 9 to 

Thursday May 11. The results from these assessments along with the data teachers collect over the year is used 

to continually improve our teaching and learning programs. Assessment results will be sent home later this year.  
 

YEAR 10 CAMP 

Our Year 10 students will be in Perth from Tuesday May 23 to Friday May 26, the purpose of this camp is to 

give them opportunities to explore future career options. They will visit Universities and attend the Careers   

Expo.  
 

YEAR 6 CAMP 

Our Year 6 students will be away on camp from Monday May 29 to Friday June 2. They will spend the week in 

Perth visiting a range of educational institutions and participating in team building activities.  
 



 

 

 

 

Secondary News 

Jolene Abbott 

Interim reports have been provided for all secondary students. These reports were sent home at the 

end of the term one. If you wish to discuss your child’s progress, please arrange a meeting with the 

relevant teacher by contacting the school. 

 

Our Secondary Student Councillors confidently conducted the ANZAC ceremony for the whole 

school on the front lawn last Friday. It was a perfect opportunity to pay our respects to the men and 

women who served our country bravely during wars from years gone by. The students laid a wreath 

in front of the War Memorial as a mark of respect and remembrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7 students attended a History incursion on Monday this week. ‘Suitcase stories’ was a    

funny show about the history of migration to Australia. It was originally commissioned by the     

Maritime Museum and celebrates the cultural diversity of Australia.  

 

Next week the Year 7 and 9 students will sit NAPLAN (National Assessment Program - Literacy 

And Numeracy) tests. The language conventions, writing and reading sections are to be completed on 

Tuesday and Wednesday. The numeracy section is on Thursday.  From 2017 there will now only be 

one numeracy assessment. The assessment    combines the calculator and non-calculator sections  

instead of the previous two separate assessments. All students that have missed tests on any of these 

days will be able to sit catch up tests on Friday. 

 

With the current weather being cold in the mornings, students need to make sure they are coming to 

school with the appropriate level of warm clothing. Jumpers and jackets that are not part of the 

school uniform are not suitable for school. The uniform shop is open Friday mornings from 8.30 to 

10am. 

 

It has been a pleasure to see so many of the high school students being commended by receiving 

EMUS cards. These cards are given to students who are engaged, show manners, are understanding 

or are striving to do their best. Well done to those students. 



 

 

 

 

Primary News 

Robyn Willey 

Super Readers 

Congratulations to the following students who have reached milestones in their Home Reading: Muana 

Orlowski, Cole Hamersley, Tom Pascoe, Gabby Bickers, Dylan Kellow, Josa Dobbs, Lara Painter, Harry 

Brockway and Taylor Johnson. It is wonderful to see these children enjoying their reading so much. 

 

Wagin Writer of the Week 

The Wagin Writer of the Week is an initiative that has been introduced at our school to promote and      

further develop the writing skills of our students. Each week, students from across the school get a chance 

to have their wonderful writing selected for display in the front office foyer. The pieces of writing may be 

in a variety of forms, including draft, edited work or even published texts. Writing samples will be selected 

by classroom teachers and will be based upon improvements they have seen in the student’s writing       

development. We are constantly looking for growth and improvement and consequently this means anyone 

is eligible to be our Wagin Writer of the Week – all students are required to do is put in their best effort.   

Congratulations to our first two Wagin Writers of the Week: Halle Painter and Oliver Quinn. Their writing 

is displayed in the foyer of the school. 

 

Evaluation of the School Breakfast and Nutrition Education Program 

Through a competitive tendering process, Edith Cowan University, in partnership with the Telethon Kids 

Institute (TKI), has been commissioned by Foodbank WA and the WA Departments of Education, Health, 

and Regional Development to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the School Breakfast and Nutrition 

Education Program (SBNEP).  The research team includes Dr Matt Byrne as the project leader, Professor 

Donna Cross (TKI), Associate Professor Amanda Devine, Margaret Miller, Dr Susan Hill and Dr Therese 

Shaw(TKI).                                                                                         

  

The key aim of the SBNEP is to improve the nutrition and wellbeing of children who are vulnerable to 

poor diet and health by improving access to a variety of healthy foods in schools.  The SBNEP is part of a 

suite of initiatives managed and delivered by Foodbank WA known as Healthy Food for All®, and has two 

key components: 

 the School Breakfast Program which provides products for schools to deliver healthy breakfasts and 

emergency meals to students in need; and 

 the Food Sensations® nutrition education and cooking initiative.  

The results of the SBNEP evaluation will be used by the funding bodies (Departments of Education, 

Health and Regional Development) and Foodbank WA to guide decision-making about future directions of 

the program.  The results will also be of value more broadly in determining the value and effectiveness of 

programs aimed at improving nutritional and well-being outcomes for students from disadvantaged back-

grounds.  

   

They are seeking Wagin DHS’s participation in the evaluation. All primary students have been given a 

consent form and it would be appreciated if you could return these as soon as possible. Thank you to those 

families who have returned their forms already. Volunteers and teachers have also been asked to           

participate in the evaluation.  

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED 
 

INSIGHTS for Parents - By Michael Grose 
 

The language  
of  

Independence-building  



 

 

 

 

YEAR 6 

FUNDRAISING 

The year 6 camp is on its way and 

we need to raise some money. 

Wagin District High school is 

holding a social to raise some 

funds; the students have decided 

to have a 70’s disco themed event.  

Thank you for all your support, 

ensure you wear your flares and 

medallions. We look forward to   

seeing you there. 

Miss Reder and Miss Bennison                                                   
 

See advert Page 6 

NATURE PLAY 
 

The Nature Play Committee would like to 

say a big thank you to Brendan Julius and 

Daniel Dwane for volunteering their time 

and expertise to help construct the       

playground’s new tee pee. 

There are still several more play spaces 

planned for construction over the coming 

months. If you or someone you know 

would like to help out in some way with 

the development of the new playground, 

please feel free to contact any of the    

committee members.  

Committee members are Melanie English, 

Martina Pascoe, Julie Mangalavite, Nicole 

Ward, Amber Ward and Anna Scott. 
 

Image: Brendan Julius (left) and Daniel Dwane constructing the tee pee. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
School Council is formed with the fundamental purpose of enabling parents and members of the community to 

engage in activities that are in the best interests of students and will enhance the education provided by school. 

While School Council doesn’t set the direction of the school they work in collaboration with the Principal to 

ensure student needs are being met. If you feel you would like to work with school to keep seeking solutions 

and ensuring our students are given the best possible opportunities please complete the attached nomination 

form and return to the office by Friday, May 26, 2017.   If you have completed a submission last year there is 

no need to re-do this.   

Nomination form is attached. 

LOST PROPERTY 
Parents/carers, we urge you to please label school uniforms, especially jumpers and jackets which are taken 

off when students are running around and often forgotten.  

Last Term approximately 30 jumpers and jackets ended up in the lost property, of the 30 only 3 had names on 

them and were able to be returned to students. It is not enough to simply draw a big S or G or R on the tag  

because when they are pulled out of the lost property staff have no idea who they may belong to. All           

unidentifiably items of clothing are washed and distributed to anyone in need. 

As the days are becoming colder the number of misplaced jumpers and jackets is set to increase - please make 

sure your child’s uniforms can be identified and returned to them. 

CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
Wagin DHS will be holding Interschool Cross Country trials on Friday, May 19, between recess and lunch. 
 

If you wish your child to participate in the Interschool Cross Country trials can you please sign the expression 

of interest note and return the note to classroom teachers by Wednesday, May 10, 2017. 
 

After lunch all year groups will be participating in a colour lap-a-thon fundraiser for the Country Week 

Teams. Students are encouraged to bring along a change of clothes and dress up in sports clothing for the    

colour lap-a-thon. 
 

Expressions of Interest notes and Sponsor sheets have been sent home with students. Claire Bennison 



Term Dates for 2017 
 

School Development Days & Public Holidays 

 

Term 2: Wednesday April 26 - Friday June 30 
SDD Monday April 24 

PH Tuesday April 25 ANZAC Day 
PH Monday June 5 WA Day 

 
Term 3: Monday July 17 - Friday Sept 22 

SDD Monday August 21 
 

Term 4: Monday October 9 - Thursday Dec 14 
There is NO School Development Day 

In Term 4 

 

 

 

 

Student of the 
Week 

 

Congratulations to the following students who  

were nominated by their teachers and  

received this award in Week 2. 
 

Year 2P - Latika Baxter and Malachai Gibb  
 

Whole School Assemblies 2017 
Assemblies are held on Mondays  

starting at 1.50pm 

Family & Friends Welcome! 
 

Term 2 
Week 3: May 8 - PP/Y1 Gannaway/Pederick 

 

Week 6: May 29 - Year 5 Roche 
 

 

Week 10: June 26 - Year 3/4 Greaves 

Year 6 Camp Fundraiser 

Thursday, May 11 - 5.30 to 7.30pm 

$5 entry, drinks & snacks on sale 

Get your Disco on!!! 

All parents are invited to our next P&C 

meeting which will be held on Monday 

8th May commencing at 12:30pm in 

Room 3. One of our agenda items will 

involve a discussion of a First Aid Kit 

fundraiser to be commencing this term. 

We welcome all previous and new     

parents to attend.  

The years 4, 5 and 6 classes are looking for          

donations of foam eskies (lids not required) and  

cuttings of hebs, such as: chives, garlic, basil,      

oregano, parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme to     

enhance our kitchen garden. 
 

If you can help please send in to: 

Room 22 (Mr Mullin)  

or room 20 (Ms Roche) 

Can You Help? 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim5u2Ojs7TAhWIlZQKHcXKDBwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bohero.be%2Fnl%2Fproducten%2F34122306118%2Ffiskars-home%2Fkruiden-en-bloempot-klein-o-9-cm&psig=AFQjCNFQJF


 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

NOTES 

Looking for employment? 
 

All vacancies within the  

Department of Education  

are now advertised on line through 

the below link. 
 

http://www.jobs.wa.gov.au/ 

Canteen Roster 
Please attend by 9am. Children are 

not allowed in the canteen, due to  

insurance requirements.   

Any queries; ring the canteen on 

9861 1348. 

Thankyou for your time and support. 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 
 
 

Thursday, May 4 

Narelle Gibbs 
 

Friday, May 5 

Sarah Whiteford 
 

Monday, May 8  

Martina Pascoe 
 

Tuesday, May 9 

Mandy Harrington 
 

Wednesday, May 10 

Jane Kilpatrick 
 

Thursday, May 11 

Jerri Lee Dickson 
 

Friday, May 12 

Emily Holt 
 

Monday, May 15 

Sandra Moffatt 
 

Tuesday, May 16 

Anette Quartermaine 
 

Wednesday, May 17 

Karen Thomson 
 

http://search.jobs.wa.gov.au/page.php?pageID=215


 

 





 

The language of Independence-building – By Michael Grose 
 

Independence-building is vitally important for parents.  It’s the pathway to children’s competency, 

confidence and creativity, and the short cut to resilience and real learning. 
 

Families always develop shared language around the values that have strong meaning for them. If  

resilience is a shared value then there invariably will be a strong set of words and phrases about      

resilience factors such coping, flexibility and perseverance.   
 

Similarly, the values of independence and self-sufficiency are reflected in a family’s proprietary     

language. In fact, it’s through shared language that culture exists. If you are looking to building a   

culture of independence in your family then creating your proprietary language around independence 

is a great way to start.  
 

These following twelve examples of independence-building language, and the principles behind them, 

will help you create your own family’s language.  

 

1.“Never regularly do for a child the things a child can do for him or herself”  

Goal: Independence 
 

This is perhaps the original parenting-for-independence manifesto, and it’s a philosophy that guides 

many teachers and parents today. In effect, this sentence means that wherever possible - we give   

children the skills and competencies to look after themselves physically and emotionally. It requires a 

great deal of patience, time and courage from parents and teachers as the sentence is easier to say than 

to put into practice. But it’s a worthy guiding principle that leads to self-sufficiency in children, and 

ultimately redundancy as parents. 

 

2.“Is this something you can do?”  

Goal: Self-help 
 

Independence takes many forms but perhaps the most common is the development of self-help skills. 

The confidence, pride and, for most, sheer pleasure that kids doing the simple things for themselves 

such a toddler tying his shoelaces or a child making her own lunch is immeasurable. Yet it is so easily 

denied by well-meaning parents and adults who see it as their job to do everything for children.      

Independence begins at home with the development of self-help skills. 
 

3.“Have you checked the help roster today?” 

Goal: Contribution 

A great way to develop a sense of independence is to give kids opportunities to help out at home. 

There is no need to overburden children with jobs, but a sensible allocation of chores according to 

their age and study requirements is not only a great help to you, but fantastic training for them. It also 

builds accountability and a work ethic, both highly valued characteristics for continuing success at 

school and later in life.  

 

4.“Which of these two would you prefer?”   

Goal: Decision-making 
 

Parents as wise leaders need to call the shots on how the family life is conducted, including health and 

welfare issues such as appropriate bed and bath times. Some things are not up for negotiation. But 

there are areas where parents can rightfully hand autonomy to children and say, ‘It’s your call!’ 

Choice of clothes, how they keep their bedroom, what they eat and who they play with are the types 

of decisions they can make. Naturally, this is age-related and you do need to have some influence on 

their choices. 

 

 



 

5.“How can you make this happen?”    

Goal: Problem-solving 
 

Kids get used to bringing their problems to parents to solve. If you keeping solving them, they’ll keep 

bringing them. A problem-solving approach relies on asking good questions, which can be challeng-

ing if you are used to solving your child’s problems. The first question when a child brings you a 

problem should be: ‘Can you handle this on your own?’ Next should be, ‘What do you want me to do 

to help you solve the problem?’ These questions are not meant to deter children from coming to you; 

rather, to encourage and teach them to start working through their own concerns themselves. 
 

6.“We rely on you to do this.”  

Goal:  Reliability 

Reliability is closely connected to responsibility and other aspects of independence.  Every child over 

the age of five, at the eldest, should do something that someone else relies on whether it’s looking  

after a pet, clearing the meal table or emptying the garbage on a regular basis. Having others rely on 

you has its challenges and can be a learning curve. They’ll inevitably forget to put the rubbish bins 

out on garbage night, meaning your bin will be overflowing for the next week. They’ll need to be   

reminded about feeding the pet or clearing the table. Kids inevitably won’t get things right, but that 

doesn’t mean we should stop giving them responsibilities.  
 

7.“What can you learn for next time?”   

Goal: Self-sufficiency 

Learning from mistakes is part of the independence-building process for children. Often adult         

impatience or unwillingness to put up with errors prevents us from giving kids the chance to do things 

for themselves or take real responsibilities.  If independence is to be a major part of your family’s cul-

ture then it’s imperative that we help kids learn from their mistakes whether social, behavioural or just 

messing up while helping out at home. 

 

8.“How do you feel about this?”   

Goal: Emotional intelligence 
 

An often over-looked aspect of independence is the ability to self-manage your emotional state.   

Emotional self-management starts with the recognition of how you feel about a particular event or 

action and then labelling that feeling. If possible prompt to identify their emotions before they act on 

them. You can also revisit events and ask children about the feelings that may have led to a certain 

behaviour such as hurting or yelling at a sibling. 

 

9.“When you muck up, you make up.”  

Goal: Accountability  
 

Kids of all ages will make mistakes. In fact, mucking up is part of the learning process. But kids will 

just repeat their mistakes unless they experience the consequences of their decisions. The use of     

behavioural consequences is a way of teaching children to take greater responsibility for their lives 

and to learn to make smarter choices.  

 

10.“How will you fix this?”   

Goal: Restoring relationships 
 

Independent kids are usually socially-smart kids who don’t operate in a bubble. They know that their 

behaviour impacts on others they are mindful of the thoughts, feelings and behaviours of others. They 

also make amends or restore relationships when their behaviour impacts negatively on others.         

Relationship restoration is a lifelong skill and involves the following: swallowing your pride, making 

up, giving something back, not holding a grudge and moving on. 

 



 

11.“You need to do what’s right, not what’s easy.”   

Goal: Integrity 
 

A sense of integrity is important for a child’s independence because it’s the basis of reasoned and   

socially focused self-control and self-management. The job of parents is to move their children from 

‘Me’ to ‘We’. Integrity is the great socialising agent for a child. They may get by without courage, 

endurance and grit but they won’t get far socially without integrity. 

 

12.“Let’s find a way to make this happen.”   

Goal: Positive risk-taking 
 

One of the ways to develop independence is to work with them to build their skills and abilities to 

safely navigate an ever-broadening environment outside of the relative safe confines of their home. 

Ideas include adults and kids doing things together such as catching public transport until they are 

ready to go it alone or with friends; and giving kids smaller freedoms that lead to bigger liberties such 

as allowing a young child to walk part of the way to school on their own and then extending the     

distance as they get more experience and feel more confident. 

 

Independence-building is vitally important for parents.  It’s the pathway to children’s competency, 

confidence and creativity, and the short cut to resilience and real learning. We’ve gradually retreated 

from this approach over recent generations much to our children’s detriment. It’s time to help kids 

reclaim their independence. Getting our language right is a good place to start as family change      

always begins with shared language.  
 


