
Newsletter, 8 May 2019

Welcome to Term 2. The holidays always pass quickly and I have been very pleased with the way students
have returned to school. There is a positive feeling in the air. I would like to thank Mr Brian Lee for his efforts
last term. Brian worked tirelessly to set the path for school improvement. He has been well supported by
staff, students, parents and the local community. Good things are happening at Wagin DHS. Your students
have the advantage of a small school environment and access to a whole range of quality opportunities. I
encourage them to get involved and get the most out of their time at their school.

Structure of the School Day
Changes were implemented at the start of Week 9, Term 2. The new structure did necessitate some
changes to the timetable, although these were minimal. Students have enjoyed the changes and are very
positive about the future. We have had a smooth start to the term.
Weekly meetings for students in each phase of schooling enable students to be rewarded and behavioural
expectations to be reinforced.

Girls AFL
The High School girls have an opportunity to participate in a football carnival in Narrogin on Friday, 31 May.
The Stephen Michael Foundation will be conducting the day and will also be at our school on Wednesday,
15 May for a coaching clinic.

ANZAC Assembly
The ANZAC assembly took place on the last day of term. Ms Tara Ward and the student councillors are to
be congratulated for the quality of the assembly and all the students for the respect they displayed. A
special thank you to Emily Ballantyne who played the last post. All assemblies have been moved to Friday
morning and will occur every second Friday and I encourage parents/carers and families to attend.

School Development Day
On the first day of term staff participated in sessions involving; School Planning (Moving forward in 2019);
Professional learning in CARS and STARS; and John Hattie (Evidence Based Teaching).

Grounds Committee
Thank you to the following people who have stepped forward to generate a 5 Year plan for grounds
development. Kim and Kerry Enright, Amanda Howell, Julie Mangalavite, Martina Pascoe and Jenni
Spooner.

Conclusion
I will be in the Principal’s position until we can welcome the new substantiative principal to Wagin. I am
enjoying being part of your school. Wagin DHS has a wonderful tradition and a bright future.

Regards,
Steve Quartermaine
 

Welcome Back!
Welcome Back to Term 2!  We have an exciting Term coming up packed full of
learning opportunities in and out of the classroom.  Book Fair, National
Simultaneous Storytime, Interschool Events and even an Art Exhibition.  Check
out the Events Calendar online to find out more.  Calendar

Welcome to the Team
Hi everyone, allow me to introduce myself, my name is Ms Lee Marlin and I am
the new (permanent) Deputy Principal in the Secondary School.
I was born in Melbourne but have lived for extended periods in Tasmania and
WA.

I began teaching some twenty-three years ago as a mature age graduate.  Thirteen of those I have
spent performing teaching and leadership roles in District High Schools – ten years in Tasmania and
three years in WA.  The three District High schools I have worked in had student populations of 200,
400 and 300 respectively.  Although there have been many similarities between them – some of which
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I am already seeing here at Wagin – there have also been many variations.  I have witnessed and
been a part of many educational innovations and approaches to behaviour management that I see
potentially value adding to what is already in place here at Wagin DHS.  I look forward to working
collaboratively with the leadership team and staff across all aspects of the school’s processes,
policies and visions for our students as we work toward making the school the best it can be for our
community.
I would like to share some aspects from my personal belief system (educationally) and mantra that
will be reflected in my approaches to staff, students and systems within the school.  First and
foremost, I believe everyone at Wagin DHS should feel safe and respected at all times.  Physical
safety is paramount but I believe it equally important for our school community to feel emotionally
and spiritually safe and I personally work hard to monitor this and actively address issues as they
arise – especially incidences of overt or covert bullying/harassment.  Respect is not just about good
manners, it is about respecting a teacher’s right to teach, a student’s right to learn and tuning in to
the affective needs of those around us.  I will be working hard with monitoring to ensure this occurs.
Coincidentally, the Wagin school’s mantra of “aim high” resonates with one aspect of my
educational belief system in that I believe we should always maintain the highest expectations for
student learning and behaviour.  Over the years there have been many theories espoused around
“Expectancy Theory” – including a personal favourite, Victor Vroom.  Essentially, it has been well
researched that students will normally perform at a level at which they perceive is expected of them. 
Hence the need for staff to be explicit about what they expect and what they truly believe a child is
capable of given the appropriate level of effort on their behalf (and, of course, the necessary support
and guidance provision from all staff).
The school’s vision, “to provide an empowering environment for life-long learning” also aligns with
my belief system that has predominantly come from my involvement with teaching and guiding years
eleven and twelve students.  At a senior level, the focus has been not only career pathway planning
but also the importance of the development of generic life skills – the most important of which - 
students always be seeking new learning whether in formal education, career diversity or life
experiences, e.g. travel or engaging in a range of leisure pursuits.  Conversations with students
around the concept of life-long learning can begin from early primary years and continue throughout
their formal schooling – every adult they come into contact with along their learning journey have
relevant personal experiences to share and should endeavour to do so with the students they
interact with.  The empowerment comes from the provision of a teaching/learning environment where
students feel safe to take risks with their learning and receive timely and informative feedback which,
in turn, provides a supported/guided learning journey.
Finally, and most importantly, I firmly believe that a child’s education should be a shared, three way
process - teacher; student; family – each party has a key part to play, therefore on-going triangulated
communication between them is of paramount importance.  I make it my business to connect with all
families as regularly as possible so, if you do hear from me, it will not necessarily be wholly and
solely related to a behavioural concern with your child.  I have an open door policy and will always
welcome a visit from family members.
I look forward to working with the Wagin School Community and seeing our students ‘grow’ over the
months ahead.
Ms Lee Marlin
Secondary Deputy Principal

Assembly
Our next Whole School Assembly will be held on Friday, 10 May at 9am. This
assembly will be run by the Student Council, fresh back from their Leadership
Camp.  We hope you can make it.

Walk Safely to School Day
Get your walking shoes ready!  In an effort to promote road safety, health and
the environment, WDHS will be participating in the Walk Safely to School Day
on Friday, 17 May 2019.   Be sure to keep an eye out for more information
coming soon.

Book Fair
Book Fair is back! This year’s theme is 'Book Fair Beach'. (Yes, ironic
considering we are so far inland!) The book extravaganza will be held in the
library Tuesday, 21 May - Thursday, 30 May (excluding Mon & Fri). It will be
open before school 8.30-8.50am, lunchtimes and after school until 3.45pm.

A wide variety of books, posters and the ever popular novelty items will be available for purchase.
Students, parents, extended family and community members are all welcome to attend – so please
treat the library like your personal book store for the 2 weeks!
Book Fair pamphlets will be sent home next week, so be sure to look out for those. Online payments
can be made using the information on the pamphlets, just follow the instructions. Otherwise, cash or
cheque will also be accepted on the day.
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We look forward to you coming and supporting the Book Fair. Each sale goes towards the school
receiving more books for our students to continue their love of reading. So please make sure you
come along and catch the reading wave!

Mrs Mango

Dress Mannequins Wanted!
Dress mannequins would be extremely beneficial to the APEX students as they
create their Wearable Art garment for the APEX Australian Teenage Fashion
Awards.  If you have a mannequin that you wouldn't mind students using, we
would love to hear from you.

Event Quick View

Fri 10th May
Whole School Assembly

Mon 13th May
P & C Meeting

Wed 15th May
Girls AFL Clinic

Fri 17th May
Walk Safely to School Day

Tue 21st Mayto Thu 23rd May
Book Fair

Wed 22nd May
National Simultaneous Storytime

Fri 24th May
Whole School Assembly

Tue 28th Mayto Thu 30th May
Book Fair

Thu 30th May
Wagin Cross Country

Fri 31st May
Girls AFL Carnival

Mon 3rd June
Western Australia Day

Fri 7th June
Whole School Assembly

Click here to go to our Events Calendar
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