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COURSE OUTLINE  
 

The English curriculum is built around the three strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together the 
strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in writing, reading, viewing, 
creating, and listening and speaking. 
 
In Term 3, students use Talk for Writing skills to create their own short science-fiction story. They will then 
translate their short story into a graphic novel. They will also review and respond to the science-fiction 
movie Tomorrowland, and use the film to explore film codes and conventions and how they are constructed 
to achieve certain effects.   
 
In Term 4, students will examine the text structures and language features of persuasive texts, in particular 
those surrounding the issue of refugees in Australia. They will read Boy Overboard and Parvana and will 
discover how ideas and viewpoints in literary texts drawn from different historical, social and cultural 
contexts may reflect or challenge the values of individuals and groups. They will write a persuasive letter, 
and they will plan and perform a scene from a play.  
 
YEAR 7 ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS 

 

READING AND VIEWING 

At Standard, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and are 

dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 

language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. Students explain issues and ideas from a variety 

of sources, drawing on supporting evidence and implied meaning. They select specific details from texts to 

develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect different viewpoints. 

 

Achievement of the Reading and Viewing Strand will be measured through: 

Reading and Viewing Tasks % of Semester grade 

Two end-of-term NAPLAN Style reading assessment  10 

In-depth class reading tasks, including responding to the novel ‘Boy Overboard’ 

(Extension students to also read ‘Parvana.’) 

10 

Literacy Pro testing 2.5 

Viewing/Writing assessment on the film ‘Tomorrowland’  10 

Viewing assessment on a science- fiction graphic novel.  10 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/text
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/text
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/audience
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/context
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features


WRITING AND CREATING 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 

understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 

a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 

combined for effect. Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. 

When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 

specialised vocabulary and accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 

Achievement of the Writing and Creating Strand will be measured through: 

Writing and Creating Tasks % of Semester grade 

Fortnightly Spelling tests (Consisting of core words and differentiated words) 5 

Bi-termly grammar and punctuation tests 2.5 

Persuasive letters to the immigration minister 10 

Narrative writing, including short stories, character creation and reflective 

writing.  

10 

Creating their own informational Text 10 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Students listen for and explain different perspectives in texts. They understand how the selection of a 

variety of language features can influence an audience. Students understand how to draw on personal 

knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge a point of view. They create texts 

showing how language features and images from other texts can be combined for effect. Students create 

structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make presentations and 

contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the audience. 

 

Achievement of the Speaking Listening strand will be measured through: 

Speaking and Listening Tasks % of Semester grade 

Participation in a short scene from ‘Boy Overboard.’  10 

Persuasive presentation on their favourite holiday destination.  10 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/audience
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/point-of-view
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/create
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/create
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/grammar
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/listen
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/audience
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/point-of-view
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/create
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/create
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/language-features
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english/overview/glossary/audience


Term 3  Science Fiction in Short Stories and Feature Films 
 

Wk Links to the 
Curriculum 

Focus Assessments 

1   Understand how to apply 
learned knowledge 
consistently in order to spell 
accurately and to learn new 
words, including 
nominalisations. 
 
Recognise and analyse the 
ways that characterisation, 
events and settings are 
combined in narratives, and 
discuss the purposes and 
appeal of different approaches.  

Introduction to ‘Talk for writing.’  
‘Talk’ the story of ‘All summer in one day.’ Students will learn 
a text by heart, taking note of the text connectives and 
sentence structures used.  
Provide students with a written copy of the story- answer 
comprehension questions 
 
Box up the text – identifying POV, Setting, Language features.  
 
Grammar focus- sentence boundaries 

 
 
 
 
On-going fortnightly Spelling 
Tests 
 
 

2 Apply increasing knowledge of 
vocabulary, text structures and 
language features to 
understand the content of 
texts. 
 
 Interpret and analyse 
language choices, including 
sentence patterns, dialogue, 
imagery and other language 
features in short stories, 
literary essays and plays. 
 
 
 

What are the elements in a Science-Fiction text?  
‘Innovate the text. Use what we have learnt from ‘All 
summer in one day’ to create our own text.  
 

- Create a retrieval chart on the key features of 
Science Fiction texts.  

- Using ‘All Summer in One day’, students will 
innovate their own ideas into the story.  

- Create list of words that are common in Sci-Fi texts.  
- Read an extract from a short story ‘Space Demons.’ 

Place events into a narrative scaffold.  
 
Grammar focus- commas 

 

3 Plan, draft and publish 
imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts, selecting 
aspects of subject matter and 
particular language, visual, and 
audio features to convey 
information and ideas.  
 
Edit for meaning, by removing 
repletion, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and 
adding or substituting words 
for impact.  
 

Begin writing our own Science-Fiction short story.  
- Revision on the 7 steps for successful writing 
- Time given in class to write their story.  
- Time given in class to edit their work, and ask for 

peer reviews.  
  
 
Grammar focus- colons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing: Science Fiction 
Narrative 

4 Understand and explain how 
combinations of words and 
images in texts are used to 
represent particular groups in 
society, and how texts position 
readers in relation to those 
groups.  
 

Short Stories into Graphic Novels 
- Students will turn their short story (or create 

another story) into 8 frames of a graphic novel.  
- Students will look at Graphic novels and their 

features. 
 
Grammar focus- semicolons 

 

5/6 Use prior knowledge and text 
processing strategies to 
interpret a range of types of 
texts.  
 
Explore the ways that ideas 
and viewpoints in literary texts 
drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts 
may reflect or challenge the 
values of individuals and 
groups. 

Immersion and Engagement in Feature Films 
-Students to write down their three favourite films. Students 
to share their knowledge of other feature films to generate 
an understanding of common features.  
- Develop a word wall to consider vocabulary around feature 
films. 
- Explanation of camera angles, shots and movements. 
- Begin viewing the film ‘Tomorrowland’, completing 
comprehension tasks. 
 
Grammar focus- brackets and dashes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 Investigate how visual and 
multimodal texts allude to or 
draw on other texts or images 
to enhance and layer meaning.  
 
Explore the ways that ideas 
and viewpoints in literary texts 
drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts 
may reflect or challenge the 
values of individuals and 
groups. 
 
 

Scene Analysis- Codes and Characterisation 
- Activities that focus on how characters are 

developed and how the viewer is positioned to 
respond to them 

- Learn viewing codes and discuss in 2 chosen scenes. 
- Using the scene analysis activities from week two as 

a basis, students choose their own scene from the 
feature film to analyse. Responses will be written, or 
recorded electronically.  

 
Grammar focus- ellipses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Film Assessment (1): Scene 
Analysis  

8/9 Understand how language is 
used to evaluate texts and how 
evaluations about a text can be 
substantiated by reference to 
the text and other sources. 
 
Analyse how point of view is 
generated in visual texts by 
means of choices, for example, 
gaze, angle, social distance.  
 
Understand that the coherence 
of more complex texts relies on 
devices that signal text 
structure and guide readers, 
for example, overviews, initial 
and concluding paragraphs and 
topic sentences, or 
breadcrumbs for online texts.  
 
Reflect on ideas and opinions 
about characters, settings and 
events in literary texts, 
identifying areas of agreement 
and difference with others and 
justifying a point of view.  

Film Review Investigation 
- Investigate several reviews for the same feature 

film. Students will conduct a web search to locate 
appropriate print and audio-visual reviews.  

- Students work in groups to complete a ‘Venn 
diagram’ of the similarities and differences between 
reviews they investigated.  

- As a class, we will develop a list of features typical of 
a film review. Consider how structure, delivery 
mode, language and content have been selected by 
reviewers for a specific purpose and audience. 
Consider language used ( eg. Formal, complex, 
technical), purpose of the text (to inform, persuade 
entertain, explain) and target audience. Identify 
persuasive devices used in sample film reviews, such 
as repetition, charged words, appeal to act, 
anecdotes and rhetorical questions.  

- As a class, create a film review for ‘Tomorrowland.’  
- Independently create a film review from another 

suitable feature film that the student has watched. 
Time given in class to complete this assessment.  

Grammar focus- quotation marks/ hyphens  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feature Film Assessment (2): 
Create a film review, persuading 
their peers to either view or not 
view the film.  
 

10  Edit for meaning, by removing 
repletion, refining ideas, 
reordering sentences and 
adding or substituting words 
for impact.  
 
Share, reflect on, clarify and 
evaluate opinions and 
arguments about aspects of 
literary texts.  

Learning Celebration 
- Share reviews with peers in chosen format (written, 

oral, multimodal) Reviews could also be shared 
more broadly, for example, in online blogs.  

- Students gather feedback from peers regarding how 
persuasive their review was, seeking specific 
information about mode of delivery, persuasive 
devices used, content and structure.  

- Complete End of Term Reading Test 
- Focus on Punctuation 

(Brackets/dashes/Colons/Semi-Colons)  
Grammar focus- Apostrophes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Term Reading 
Assessment.  
Grammar test: Punctuation 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Term 4             Refugees in Australia ‘Boy Overboard’ 
 
Wk Links to the 

Curriculum 
Focus Assessment 

1 Understand the use of 
punctuation conventions, 
including colons, semicolons, 
dashes and brackets in formal 
and informal texts (ACELA 
1544) 
 
Understand how to use 
spelling rules and word origins, 
spelling patterns and 
generalisations to learn new 
words and how to spell them.  
 
Identify and explore ideas and 
view points about events, 
issues and characters 
represented in texts drawn 
from different social, historical 
and cultural contexts.  

 
Introduce the topic of refugees and multiculturalism in 
Australia. What is a refugee? Students will examine 
definitions of ‘refugees, asylum seekers, immigrants, citizens, 
boat people’ and identify what the stereotypes are 
surrounding these words.  
 
What are the ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors involved in making 
the decision to leave your country? Compare Australia’s 
living standards with other countries.  
 
What is it like being a refugee? Students will view the 
website www.abc.net.au/longjourneys and gain the 
perspective of child refugees. They will also play an 
interactive game at www.playagainstallodds.com. Examine 
how each website has been constructed to persuade us to 
feel a certain way towards refugees.  
 
Grammar Focus: Sentence Structure 
 

 
On-going fortnightly spelling 
tests 
 
Weekly reading tests.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation – My favourite 
holiday destination  
 
 
 

 
2 

 
Understand how rhetorical 
devices are used to persuade 
and how different layers of 
meaning are developed 
through the use of metaphor, 
irony and parody. 
 
Analyse how text structures 
and language features of 
persuasive texts, including 
media texts, vary according to 
the medium and mode of 
communication 
 
Analyse how point of view is 
generated in visual texts by 
means of choices, for example, 
gaze, angle and social distance.  

 
Does Australia have a responsibility to accept refugees? 
What influences and shapes our opinions? Students will 
examine a range of different perspectives on the issues of 
asylum seekers, including letters to the editors, on-line blogs, 
persuasive essays and speeches made in parliament.  
 
Examine advertisements declaring to ‘stop the boats.’ 
What persuasive techniques have been used?  
 
 
Grammar focus: Conjunctions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3-5 Reflect on ideas and opinions 
about characters, settings and 
events in literary texts, 
identifying areas of agreement 
and difference with others and 
justifying a point of view.  
 
Compare the ways that 
language and images are used 
to create character, and to 
influence emotions and 
opinions in different types of 
texts.  
 
Identify and explore 
viewpoints about events, 
issues and characters 
represented in texts drawn 
from different historical, 
cultural and social contexts.  

Students will begin reading the novel ‘Boy Overboard’ by 
Morris Glietzman and complete comprehension activities. 
Take note of the style, structure and use of symbolism used 
in the text.  
 
How does the perspective from which the story is told make 
us feel towards the characters?   
 
Read the picture book ‘The Little Refugee.’  Discuss how a 
combination of words and images can persuade the reader.  
 
Identify the effect of using high modality and nominalisations 
in persuasive writing.  
Grammar focus: Phrases and clauses 

 
 
 
 
 
Short Answer Responses to 
Boy Overboard. 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/longjourneys
http://www.playagainstallodds.com/


 

6 Understand how coherence is 
improved by strengthening the 
internal structure of 
paragraphs through the use of 
examples, quotations and 
substantiation of claims. 
 
 
Create imaginative, 
informative and persuasive 
texts that raise issues, report 
events and advance opinions, 
using deliberate language and 
textual choices.  

Write a persuasive letter to the Federal Minister 
responsible for Immigration Affairs. Your letter is to outline 
your argument as to why Jamal and Bibi should be granted 
refugee status and be allowed to live in Australia.  
Time will be given this week to plan, draft and create your 
letter, although it is expected that work will also be 
completed at home.  
 
Grammar focus: Clauses 

Persuasive Letter Writing 
Write a letter to the 
Immigration minister 
requesting permission for the 
characters in Boy Overboard 
to live in Australia.  

7/8 Interpret and analyse language 
choices, including sentence 
patterns, dialogue, imagery 
and other language features in 
short stories, literary essays 
and plays. 
 
Use interaction skills for 
identified purposes, using 
voice and language 
conventions to suit different 
situations… 
 
Plan, rehearse and deliver 
presentations, selecting and 
sequencing appropriate 
content. 

In groups, recreate a scene from the play ‘Boy Overboard’. 
Discuss what makes an important performance and the need 
to speak loudly and use body language and facial features to 
convey your message. You will be given time to rehearse 
your scene in class. This is a formal task, and you will be 
marked on your speaking. 
 
Grammar focus: improving sentences, fragrant sentences 
and run-on sentences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking and Listening – In 
groups perform a scene from 
the play ‘Boy Overboard.’  

9/ 
10 

Analyse and explain how 
effective authors control and 
use a variety of clause 
structures… 
 
Explore the ways that ideas 
and viewpoints in literary texts 
drawn from different 
historical, social and cultural 
contexts may reflect or 
challenge the values of 
individuals and groups.  

Introduction to the story of Parvana. Parvana is a short 
novel about a young girl and her family who are trying to 
escape the Taliban in Afghanistan. Students will be 
introduced to the topics of the Taliban, restrictions and 
education of girls, the importance of literature and a brief 
history of Kabul. Activities that will be completed include: 

- Making predictions and Inferences throughout the 
text 

- Completing comprehension activities 
- Identifying tone and narrative elements 
- Character development 
- The importance of point of view in a story 

 
Grammar Focus:   Sentence structure revision 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Term reading test 
 
Grammar Test: Clauses and 
Sentence structure. 

   
Dates and assessments are subject to change to meet the needs of the students and the teachers. 


