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WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

SEMESTER 1, 2026 OUTLINE

          Year 7/8 Humanities and Social Sciences 
Course Outline 

In Term 1, our students will continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of the Westminster system, Democracy and Participation. They investigate the types of law in Australia and how they are made. They consider the responsibilities and freedoms of citizens, and how Australians can actively participate in their democracy. 
The civics and citizenship content at this year level involves two strands: Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding, and Civics and Citizenship skills. Key questions will include:

1. What are the freedoms and responsibilities of citizens in Australia’s democracy?

2. How are laws made and applied in Australia?

3. What are young people’s rights and responsibilities when interacting with law enforcement?
The history content at this year level involves two strands: Historical Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Skills. The Year 7/8 Curriculum provides a study of history from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of the modern period, c.650 CE – 1750CE. This was the time when major civilisations around the world came into contact with each other. Social, economic, religious, and political beliefs were often challenged and significantly changed. It was the period when the modern world began to take shape. In 2026, we will be focussing on the Medieval World and the Industrial Revolution. Key questions will include:

1. How did societies change from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of the modern age?

2. What key beliefs and values emerged and how did they influence societies?

3. What were the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution?

4. Which significant people, groups and ideas from this period have influenced the world today?

Achievement Standard                                                                                                                                         11
By the end of the year, students construct a range of questions and use a variety of methods to select, collect and organise information and/or data from appropriate sources. They develop criteria to determine the usefulness of primary and/or secondary sources for a purpose. When interpreting sources, students identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. They interpret information and/or data to identify points of view/perspectives, relationships and/or trends, and to sequence events and developments. Students apply subject-specific skills to translate information and/or data from one format to another, in both familiar and unfamiliar situations. They draw simple evidence-based conclusions in a range of contexts. Students represent information and/or data in appropriate formats to suit audience and purpose. They develop texts using appropriate subject-specific terminology and concepts. Students use evidence to support findings and acknowledge sources of information.

Students explain the types of laws and how laws are made within the Westminster system. They apply aspects of democracy, describe the rights and responsibilities of participants in the process, and explain the freedoms that underpin Australia's democratic values.

Students explain the feudal system in Medieval Europe and describe patterns of change and continuity over the time period. They explain the significance of individuals, groups, events and developments, and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of the time period. They explain the factors that led to the Industrial Revolution and the effects that this had on Europe and the world.

Term 1         Democracy and Law in Action

	Wk
	Civic and Citizenship Knowledge and Understanding
	Assessments

	1/2
	Revision of key concepts: Democracy, Democratic Values, the Westminster System, Justice, Participation and Rights and Responsibilities. 
Revision of content:
· Democracies, Constitutional Monarchies and Representative Governments 

· The Australian Constitution

· The three levels of Government.

· The three branches of government, including the legislature, the                                         executive and the judiciary
	

	3
	The election process, and how government is formed. 

· The structure and machinery of Federal government 
Revision

·  The role of the House of Representatives and the Senate  
	Quiz:
 7.5%

	4
	The freedoms that enable active participation in Australia's democracy within the bounds of law, including freedom of speech, association, assembly, religion and movement.

- Examine the United Nations charter and view our rights. Does Australia have a bill of rights? -Discuss the phrase ‘The lucky country’ and its application to Australia.

- Create a timeline outlining the passage of rights and freedoms in Australia. 

-Compare Australia’s government with other countries around the world.


	Comprehension Task: Freedoms in Australia
15%



	5
	How citizens can participate in Australia's democracy, including use of the electoral system, contact with their elected representatives, use of lobby groups and direct action.

- Introduction to representative democracy in Australia. How has this changed since Ancient Greece and their views of democracy?

- How can citizens have their say in Australia? 
Identify an issue in Wagin- develop thee questions to ask your local politician about that issue. 
- Do we have the right to protest? Look at what protests are happening around the world. 


	

	6
	How laws are made in Australia through parliaments 

(statutory law)

- Draw a flow-chart of the process from a draft bill to an act of parliament.

- Examine case studies, including how the events at Port Arthur led to a ban on semi-automatic weapons. 

- What is delegated law?
	Document study - referendums in Australia since 1901.           7.5%

	7
	How laws are made in Australia through the courts (common law)

- How has our heritage influenced our laws today? Colonial laws and the English influence. 

- How does precedent work? 

- Revise the hierarchy of the Australian courts.

- Research one Australian law and discuss how it came about. Examples include recent laws on immigration, mandatory vaccinations and driving restrictions. Present findings in an in-class essay.
	

	8
	The types of law in Australia, including criminal law, civil law and the place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander customary law. 

- Revise criminal and civil law. Examine recent cases and the roles of the juror, witnesses and the legal practitioners. 

- Complete a diagram of the WA supreme court. 

- Discuss punishments and develop opinions on sentencing and the right to appeals. 


	End of unit test- Democracy and Law in Action      

                       20%

	9
	 Participating in the Legal System

· How citizens participate in providing justice through their roles as witnesses and jurors
· Young people’s rights and responsibilities when interacting with law enforcement
	


Term 2 
     Medieval Europe and The Industrial Revolution 
	Wk
	Historical Knowledge and Understandings
	Assessments

	1 - 2
	Overview of the period c.650 AD – 1750 AD.

· Introduction to history. What skills does a historian need to possess?

· Understand the 7 key concepts in history: perspectives, continuity and change, cause and effect, evidence, empathy, significance and contestability.

· Where/ when did civilisation rise and fall?

· What key beliefs and values emerged and how did they influence society?

· Discuss the impact the collapse of the Roman empire had on Britain. 

· Examine key features of the medieval world, including feudalism, trade routes, voyages of discovery, contact and conflict
· Creating timelines
· What are primary and secondary sources?
	Historical Skills Test- 

Using ICT to conduct research
and

Using Evidence to support a theory         

                      7.5%

	3
	Ancient Rome 

· How do we know about the Romans?

· What was the way of life in Roman Society (social, cultural, economic and political features) and the roles and relationships of different groups in society? 

· Collapse of Ancient Rome and the start of the dark ages 
Social classes and roles in Medieval Society 

· What is feudalism and how did it come about?

· What were the social classes and roles in Medieval Europe?
	

	4/5
	Social classes and roles in Medieval Society 

· Timeline of important events 

Feudalism 
· Why did Feudalism come about?

· How did Feudalism work? 

· Living Conditions in medieval Europe
Key Features of the Medieval Era 

· The Medieval castle, including military and defence systems 

· The Spread of Christianity and the power of the church 

· The Crusades 
· Crime and Punishment 
· Developments in architecture, literature and music 
	Research task and written responses: Create a mind map on the Feudal period. 

Answer extended written responses, based on content covered during research.       15%

	6
	Time given in class to work on Mind map. 

Learn about a significant individual, or development, in the medieval period
-Thomas of Aquinas, Joan of Arc, Henry the 8th, Queen Elizabeth the 2nd, Charlemagne 
	

	7/8
	The Black Death in Asia, Europe and Africa

· How was society organised at the time of the Black Death?

· Map the path and time frame of the black death

· Growth of trade and cities/ Living Conditions
· Case Study: London, a dirty old town.
What was the black death and how did it spread? 

· Causes and symptoms of the black death

· The spread of the death, including the role of expanding trade between Europe and Asia.

· Medicine at the time of the black death. 

· What were the effects of the black death? Seeking a cause or cure


	Diary Entry: The Black Death 
7.5%

	9/

10
	Industrial Revolution (1750–1914)

· The social, economic, political, technological and/or environmental causes of the Industrial Revolution in Europe in the late 18th and 19th centuries
Experiences of the Industrial Revolution 

The different experiences of men, women and children during the Industrial Revolution
	End of Unit Test – Medieval Europe, the Black Death and the Industrial Revolution 20%


	11
	The short- and long-term effects of the Industrial Revolution
	


Some dates and assessments may be subject to change at the discretion of the teacher
