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WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

SEMESTER 1, 2026 OUTLINE

          Year 9/10 Humanities and Social Sciences 
Course Outline 

  
In Civics and Citizenship, we focus on ‘Protecting Democracy’ and ‘Australia as a global citizen’. Students continue to build on their understanding of the concepts of democracy, democratic values, justice, and rights and responsibilities by exploring Australia's roles and responsibilities at a global level and its international legal obligations. They inquire into the values and practices that enable a resilient democracy to be sustained. A framework for developing students’ civic and citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills at this year level is provided by the following key questions: 
 
1/ What influences shape the operation of Australia’s political system? 
2/ What are the safeguards that protect Australia’s democratic system and society, including shared values  

      and the right to dissent within the bounds of the law?
3/  What are the international agreements the Australian Government has ratified and how do they shape 

      policies and laws?
4/ What is Australia’s role at a Global level?  
  

The History curriculum provides a study of the time period from 1750 – 1918CE. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of European power. In 2026, we will be focussing on ‘Australian history 1750-1914’ and ‘Investigating World War 1’.  A framework for developing student’s historical knowledge and skills is provided by setting inquiry questions including:   
  
1/ What were the causes of European imperial expansion and the movement of peoples in the late 

     18th and early 19th centuries? 
2/ What were the effects of colonisation on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples   

3/ What were the causes of World War I and the reasons why people enlisted to fight in the war?
4/ How do we commemorate World War I, including debates about the significance of the Anzac legend
ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD                                                                                                                                         1  
By the end of the year, students will use a range of methods to select, record and organise information and data from multiple sources. When interpreting sources, students identify origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about their usefulness. They examine sources to compare perspectives and describe different interpretations. Students analyse information and data to identify simple patterns, relationships and change over time. They draw evidence-based conclusions, using information and data to consider multiple perspectives or to propose action in response to contemporary challenges. Students develop a range of texts appropriate to the type of discussion or explanation required. They use subject-specific terminology and concepts, and provide evidence from a range of sources to support conclusions, and acknowledge these sources.

Students describe key features of the Westminster system and Australia's democratic values. They make comparisons between Australia's democracy and the political system of one other country. Students identify the international agreements Australia has ratified, and make connections between these agreements and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. They explain how Australia's democracy, and other democracies, may be undermined, and identify the safeguards that protect Australia's democratic system.

Students explain the different experiences of Australia's colonial history, and the causes and effects of World War I over both the short and long term, including its significance. Students use evidence to explain patterns of change and continuity over time and identify the motives and actions of the individuals and groups at that time.

Term 1- Civics 
	Wk
	Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding
	Assessments

	1
	Revision of the key concepts for Civics: democracy, democratic values, the Westminster system, justice, participation and rights and responsibilities. 

· The 4 Principals of Australia’s system of government

· The history of Australia’s system of government

· The structure of the Commonwealth Parliament


	

	2
	Protecting Democracy 

The key features and values of Australia's system of government (e.g. democratic elections, the separation of powers) compared with the Indonesian system of government in the Asia region.
· Key features of Indonesia’s system of government, such as: democratic elections, separation of powers, representative and responsible government
· Case Study: Should Indonesia have the death penalty?

Prepare for an assessment requiring students to evaluate information and make an opinion. 

Extension Task – Should we limit free speech in Australia? 


	

	3
	The threats to Australia’s democracy and other democracies

· the influence of vested interests, organised crime, corruption and lawlessness

· misinformation and disinformation in the media

· the rise of populism and identity politics in Australia and other Western democracies


	Quiz: Australia’s system of government compared to Indonesia.                      

                      10%

	4
	The safeguards that protect Australia’s democratic system and society, including shared values and the right to dissent within the bounds of the law

· the importance of the free media

· anti-discrimination laws

	

	5/6
	The role of the High Court, including interpreting the Constitution. Complete revision of the court hierarchy

· The law-making powers of the Commonwealth Parliament

· How does precedents and appeals work? 

· Understand key sections of the constitution

· How can the constitution be changed? What are the strengths and problems with the referendum process?

· Constitutional recognition of Indigenous Australians.

· Does Australia need a bill of rights?

Students to study:
· constitutional cases such as Brown v Tasmania [2017] – World Heritage

· common law cases such as Mabo v Queensland (No.2) [1992] – Native Title

· court of appeal, such as Elisha v Vision Australia [2024] HCA 50 
	Written Response: 
Can the High Court influence laws on bikie gangs?
Should Australia limit its freedom of speech powers?        15%


	7
	Australia as a global citizen
What are Australia’s roles and responsibilities at a global level?

· provision of foreign aid

· peacekeeping. 

· participating in international organisations such as the United Nations.

· Describing the structure and role of the United Nations. 


	

	8/9 
	The international agreements the Australian Government has ratified and how they shape policies and laws, including their response to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

For example:

· the formal endorsement of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2009 by the federal government

· Australia's legal obligations under the Paris Agreement (1996) and Conventions relating to the Status of Refugees (1951)
· the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
Revise for the End-of-unit assessment 
	End of Unit test:

-Protecting Democracy and Australia as a global citizen.         

                       25%



Term 2 – History 
  
	Wk  
	Historical Knowledge and Understandings  
	Assessments  

	1 - 2
	 Review Key Concepts: Significance, Perspectives, Continuity and Change, Empathy, Source,           

 Evidence, Contestability 
· Creating timelines
· Using Evidence and Contestability focus. 
· Identifying bias and assessing the reliability of sources
 Australian history (1750–1914)
 The causes of European imperial expansion and the movement of peoples in the late 18th and early  
 19th centuries

· how and why nations competed with one another for territorial control and strategic advantage
· seeking new markets, raw materials and trading opportunities to support their economies

· how advances in navigation, shipbuilding, and weaponry made long-distance travel and conquest more feasible


	  
  
   
 
 
   

	3
	 The effects of colonisation on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
· the doctrine of terra nullius providing legal justification for British colonisation of Australia without treaty or negotiation
· Frontier Wars, such as the 1834 Pinjarra Massacre and the 1894 Battle of Windjana Gorge

· the denial of Aboriginal rights enshrined through legislation, such as the Aborigines Act 1905 (Western Australia)
	

	4/5
	 Significant individuals and events in the development of Australian society during the time period

· Individuals such as Arthur Phillip, Elizabeth and John Macarthur, and Catherine Helen Spence

· Events such as the establishment of the Australian penal colony in 1788 and the start of the Gold Rush in 1851

· Conflict such as the Frontier Wars, the Rum Rebellion and the Eureka Stockade
	 Document Study: Using information from a range of sources as evidence.
                   10%
 

	6
	 Different experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, colonisers and non- Euro
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander resistance fighters such as Yagan, Jandamarra, Truganini and Pemulwuy

· colonisers such as free settlers and squatters

· Chinese miners on the goldfields such as the Lambing Flats Riots
	

	7/8
	 Investigating World War I
 The causes of World War I and the reasons why people enlisted to fight in the war for   Australia. 

· causes such as militarism, alliances, imperialism and nationalism

· reasons to enlist such as patriotism, a sense of adventure or duty, employment, peer pressure or social expectations and belief in the cause
 The places where people from Australia fought, including Gallipoli and the Western Front, and the types of warfare during World War 


	 
 Investigation:
 Life in the Trenches. 
                  10%

	9
	   The impacts of World War I on the Home Front including at least two of the following:
· the use of propaganda
· the role of women
· political debates about conscription
· relationships with the British Empire
· the experiences of returned soldiers including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples

	  Historical Skills:   

  Use of  
  Propaganda in 
  WW1 
                   10%

	10/11
	 Revision – End of Unit Test 

 The commemoration of WW1, including debates about the significance of the ANZAC legend. 


	 End-of-Unit Test– Australian History and WW1 
                  20%


  
 All dates and Assessments are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion 
