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INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the first term of the year! It has been fantastic to see so many new and smiling faces in the classroom. We have a jam-packed term ahead, so we appreciate your patience and support. The focus for this term is ‘All About Me’ where we can showcase the array of fabulous personalities in our classroom. Mrs Anne Montgomery is our classroom educational assistant Monday to Thursday, and Miss Zahlee Buck will join our class on Friday.

Below is an outline of what is planned.
CLASS STRUCTURE
Literacy Blocks:
Our literacy blocks will focus developing the skills of listening, reading, writing and viewing, using both Heggerty and Sounds-Write program. Students will work both independently and in groups to practice collaborative learning. Phonemic awareness will be the key component of literacy learning this term, as students learn to blend sounds orally to create words, identify individual sounds within words, and begin to identify the letters and sound within the English language.
 
In addition to our literacy block, our morning routine lends itself to a speaking and listening focus. Students are given the chance to greet each other in the morning circle and articulate the emotion they are feeling, as well as listen to the ideas and feelings of their peers. Daily discussions about the day of the week, date, what the weather is doing and our routine for the day allows students to develop common conversational language. Finally, morning news gives students the platform to develop their presentation skills, as well as practicing how to be a good audience for their peers and asking interesting questions. 

Once a week, students will be given the time to create a journal entry in response to a weekend activity or given question. This term will teach students how to form proper and interesting simple sentences, which will be scribed by the teachers. Students will then need to create detailed pictures to accompany their sentence.

Handwriting this term will focus on hand-eye coordination, fine motor control, pencil grip and writing posture in order to set students up with good writing practices.

Mathematics: 
Students will focus on numbers 1-10 this term. They will practice counting up and down, identifying numbers that come before and after, as well as writing numerals. Students will have the opportunity to develop skills in identifying groups of numbers quickly. 

Geometry lessons will focus on naming and drawing common shapes. 

In Statistics and Probability, students will distinguish between events that could happen and events that could not. 

HASS:
Humanities and Social Sciences will be taught by Ms Jen Spooner on Tuesday period 6. 
Students will be covering personal and family history; with a focus on their own family as well as others in the community. The students will be sharing their observations and ideas and be encouraged to pose and respond to questions in small and whole class discussions.

Science:
Science will be taught by Ms Kyra Quinn on Tuesday period 5.
Biological Science is our focus this term. Students will be learning how living things have basic needs, including food and water. They will learn that seeking answers to questions they pose and making observations is a core part of science and use their senses to gather different types of information

Health:
The focus for Health this term is emotions. Students will learn to name a variety of emotions and identify what their bodies and faces may look or feel like when experiencing them. They will learn to identify what emotions may arise in a variety of situations, and what they could do to regulate themselves in these situations. 

We will also begin with the school-wide initiatives of The Resilience Project and Zones of Regulation. These initiatives support students’ ability to self-regulate, name emotions and practice gratitude and empathy in their day-to-day lives.

Technologies:
Digital Technologies will be taught by Ms Vanessa Pieterse on Friday period 2. 
In this unit, students explore familiar digital systems and how they are used in everyday life. They begin by identifying digital systems in the world around them and learning about the difference between hardware and software, using a tablet or laptop as an example. Next, they investigate how digital systems enable communication, focusing on videoconferencing and its role in connecting people across distances. Students also get the opportunity to practice touch typing with EdAlive Typing Tournament. In the computer lab students are required to wear closed shoes for safety

Visual Arts:
Visual Arts will be taught by Ms Jane Neil-Smith on Wednesday period 4 and Thursday period 3.
Students explore personal experiences as an inspiration to create original artwork. They will explore natural and man-made materials and be introduced to the visual elements of shape, colour, line and texture.  Students will investigate different tactile techniques when creating artwork.
Students begin to see themselves as artists as they display and share their artwork with others.

LOTE:
Ms Emmaline Winmar will be teaching Noongar to the students Wednesday period 3.

Physical Education: 
Physical Education will be taught by Mr Ben Myers Monday period 4 and Tuesday period 3.
Term 1 in Physical Education students will be introduced to the Kiddo Program where they will focus and develop their fundamental movement skills, including body management, locomotion and object control. Students will then take part in small team games and activities where they can consolidate their learning. Small team games will also educate students of the importance of rules and fair play in partner or group activities. All students must be wearing enclosed shoes and bring a hat and water bottle to physical education classes.



Library:
Students will be going to the library Thursdays period 4. Please remember a library bag and to bring books back weekly.

Teacher Contact Details:
To ensure we are on the same page regarding your child’s learning, or if there is anything you wish to discuss, please organise a meeting by either contacting the school directly on 9861 3200, or via email at hannah.dunkeld@education.wa.edu.au. 

Kind Regards,  
Miss Hannah Dunkeld
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