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INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back! I hope your family was able to enjoy some well-deserved time to rest and are ready to start an exciting new term. We have a jam-packed term ahead, so we appreciate your patience and support. The focus for this term is Transport, which emerged as a topic of interest last term. Over the next few weeks, we will be exploring how things move, where we use different modes of transport and seeing how we can create different vehicles in our classroom. Mrs Anne Montgomery and Miss Zahlee Buck are joining us again this term.

As we start home reading this term, a sign-up sheet has been posted asking for volunteers to help listen to students read each morning. Please feel free to put your name down as often as you like as we are hoping to have a parent or two each morning. We will also be calling upon parent volunteers for upcoming projects throughout the term, so if this is something that you would like to be a part of please let me know. 

Below is an outline of what is planned.
CLASS STRUCTURE
Literacy Blocks:
Our literacy blocks will continue to focus on developing the skills of listening, reading, writing and viewing, using both Heggerty and Sounds-Write program. Students have had success working both independently and in groups, so this will continue. Phonemic awareness will be a focus to support students to blend sounds orally to create words, identify individual sounds within words, and begin to write the letters.
 
In addition to our literacy block, our morning routine lends itself to a speaking and listening focus. Students are given the chance to greet each other in the morning circle and articulate the emotion they are feeling, as well as listen to the ideas and feelings of their peers. Daily discussions about the day of the week, date, what the weather is doing and our routine for the day allows students to develop common conversational language. Morning news also gives students the platform to develop their presentation skills, as well as practicing how to be a good audience for their peers and asking interesting questions. Mrs Jenna Ferguson will be our classroom in three times per week during our literacy block to support differentiated learning rotations. 

Once a week, students will be given the time to create a journal entry in response to a weekend activity or given question. This term students will be encouraged to copy a few words to begin their sentence, such as ‘On the weekend’. Students will then need to create detailed pictures to accompany their sentence.

Handwriting this term will focus on letter formation. The program will follow the letters that are being learnt within the literacy lessons, so that students have another chance to practice sound-letter recognition.



Home Reading:
This term, students will be sent home with a sounds sheet or book that aligns with the sounds we have learnt in class. Please dedicate a few nights each week to read with your child, and sign their home reading book as you go. This extra support will help your child flourish. 

Mathematics: 
Students will use their number knowledge from Term 1 to begin comparing, counting and creating collections of things. Students will learn ordinal numbers and how numbers can represent groups of things. Students will continue to develop skills in identifying groups of numbers quickly. 

Students will also have a chance to learn the days of the week and months of the year, as well as events that happen on certain days or months. We will also discuss how our daily activities depend on the time of day or the day of the week.  

In Statistics and Probability, students will discuss the likelihood of events that may or may not happen. 

HASS:
Humanities and Social Sciences will be taught by Ms Jen Spooner on Tuesday period 6. 
This term in HASS we are learning about the past.  We will be exploring how things have changed, looking into our family history and also the way families celebrate special moments.  An excursion to the Wagin Historical Village is being planned so they can make real life connections.

Science:
Science will be taught by Ms Kyra Quinn on Tuesday period 5.

Health:
This term students will focus on naming some more complex emotions and identify what their bodies and faces may look or feel like when experiencing them. They will learn to identify what emotions may arise in a variety of situations, and what they could do to regulate themselves in these situations. In the later half of the term, we will commence the Protective Behaviours program, which teaches students body autonomy and how to keep themselves safe in unfamiliar situations. If you have any concerns about this topic, please reach out. 

We will also continue with the school-wide initiatives of The Resilience Project and introduce the Zones of Regulation. These initiatives support students’ ability to self-regulate, name emotions and practice gratitude and empathy in their day-to-day lives.

Wow Wednesdays:
This term, on Wednesday afternoons, we will be joining with Miss Belben’s class to explore the different cultures within our classrooms and community. Through this learning students will discover aspects such as transport around the world, dance, music and language, helping to build their understanding and appreciation of diversity. 

We are inviting families to be part of this learning experience by sharing something special about your culture. Your involvement helps strengthen connections between home and school, while supporting children to develop respect, curiosity and a sense of belonging. If you are interested, please let us know, we would love to welcome you into our classrooms.

Technologies:
Digital Technologies will be taught by Ms Vanessa Pieterse on Friday period 2. 
Mrs Pieterse will teach this one period a week. In this unit, students explore familiar digital systems and how they are used in everyday life. They begin by identifying digital systems in the world around them and learning about the difference between hardware and software, using a tablet or laptop as an example. Next, they investigate how digital systems enable communication, focusing on videoconferencing and its role in connecting people across distances. Students also get the opportunity to practice touch typing with EdAlive Typing Tournament. In the computer lab students are required to wear closed shoes for safety.

Visual Arts:
Visual Arts will be taught by Ms Jane Neil-Smith on Wednesday period 4 and Thursday period 3.

LOTE:
Ms Emmaline Winmar will be teaching Noongar to the students Wednesday period 3.

Physical Education: 
Physical Education will be taught by Mr Ben Myers Monday period 4 and Tuesday period 3.

Term 2 in Physical Education students will continue with the Kiddo Program where they will focus and develop their fundamental movement skills, including body management, locomotion and object control. Students will then take part in small team games and activities where they can consolidate their learning. During Term 2 students will also participate in larger invasion games and relays to further develop their endurance. This is in preparation for their Cross Country later this term. All students must be wearing enclosed shoes and bring a hat and water bottle to physical education classes. 

Library:
Students will be going to the library Thursdays period 4. Please remember to bring a library bag to school. Books must be returned weekly in order to take out a new book. 

Teacher Contact Details:
To ensure we are on the same page regarding your child’s learning, or if there is anything you wish to discuss, please organise a meeting by either contacting the school directly on 9861 3200, or via email at hannah.dunkeld@education.wa.edu.au. 

Kind Regards,  
Miss Hannah Dunkeld
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