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INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the beginning of Semester 2! I hope you and your family were able to enjoy a well-earned rest and are ready for an exciting term 3. This term our focus is Farming, where students will explore how our food is grown and cared for, and the processes on farms in our local community. If you have knowledge you would like to share, please let us know! Ms Monty and Miss Zahlee will be supporting us as our Education Assistants this term. 

As we continue with home reading, Wow Wednesday as well as introducing cooking lessons, we again call upon parent volunteers. Please see information below regarding each activity and reach out if you are interested in helping. 

Below is an outline of what is planned.
CLASS STRUCTURE
Literacy Blocks:
Our literacy blocks will continue to focus on extending students current understandings of listening, reading, writing and viewing, using both Heggerty and Sounds-Write program. Students have had success working within the current literacy rotations format, so this routine will continue. Phonemic awareness will be a focus to support students to blend sounds orally to create words, identify individual sounds within words, and write the letters.
 
In addition to our literacy block, our morning routine lends itself to a speaking and listening focus. Students are given the chance to greet each other in the morning circle and articulate the emotion they are feeling, as well as listen to the ideas and feelings of their peers. Daily discussions about the day of the week, date, what the weather is doing and our routine for the day allows students to develop common conversational language. Morning news also gives students the platform to develop their presentation skills, as well as practicing how to be a good audience for their peers and asking interesting questions. 

Once a week, students will be given the time to create a journal entry in response to a weekend recount or given question. This term students will be encouraged to copy a sentence into their books. Students will then need to create detailed pictures to accompany their sentence.

Literature studies will commence with Julie Mangalavite on Mondays and Fridays this term, where students will focus on the components of one book, and complete activities that align with these stories.

Handwriting this term will focus on letter formation. The program will follow familiar letters from the phonics program and allow for consistent practice. 

Home Reading:
Home reading will continue this term. Continued practice at home is a valuable component to student achievement, so please ensure you dedicate time to practice with your child each week. 

Mathematics: 
In number and algebra, students will focus on numbers 11-20 this term. They will use their existing number knowledge of counting, subitising and partitioning to identify and manipulate collections up to 20.

During measurement lessons, students will have a chance to experiment and develop their understanding of length and mass, comparing everyday objects to see what is heavier, taller or longer.  

In Statistics and Probability, students will be introduced to the notion of data collection and surveys. 

HASS:
In Hass this semester, students will be focussing on the study of Geography. This term, our focus will be places, and students will explore different places around the globe, as well as familiar places in our local area. Hass will link to our science study, as we will explore how our local ‘place’ changes. Hass will be taught by Miss Dunkeld this term.

Science:
In science, students will be covering Earth and Space Science, which involves exploring how our environment changes, within the seasons as well as day and night. This topic will link to our study of Geography, as we focus on how our specific environment changes. Science will be taught by Miss Dunkeld this term. 

Health:
This term students will be learning about the benefits of healthy eating. Students will be supported in learning to identify healthy foods and treat foods, what foods they should be eating daily and good lunch ideas. Students will also be learning how to prepare and cook meals and snacks that include foods they have identified in a hygienic and cooperative manner. Cooking lessons will take place Fridays at 1:40pm, Weeks 4-7. If you would like to be involved, please reach out. 

We will also continue with the school-wide initiatives of The Resilience Project and continue discussing the Zones of Regulation. These initiatives support students’ ability to self-regulate, name emotions and practice gratitude and empathy in their day-to-day lives.

Wow Wednesdays:
This term, on Wednesday afternoons, we will be joining with Miss Belben’s class to explore the different cultures within our classrooms and community. Through this learning students will discover aspects such as dance, music and language around the world, helping to build their understanding and appreciation of diversity. 

We are inviting families to be part of this learning experience by sharing something special about your culture. Your involvement helps strengthen connections between home and school, while supporting children to develop respect, curiosity and a sense of belonging. If you are interested, please let us know, we would love to welcome you into our classrooms.

Technologies:
Digital Technologies will be taught by Ms Vanessa Pieterse on Thursday period 2. 

Digital Technologies – Let’s Communicate!
Mrs Pieterse will teach this once a week. Students explore how digital systems enable communication and expand the ways people connect with one another. They will continue to develop and practice touch typing skills. Effective use of Microsoft 365 Apps and saving work to OneDrive will also be introduced. For safety closed shoes are required in the computer lab.
Visual Arts:
Visual Arts will be taught by Ms Jane Neil-Smith on Wednesday period 4 and Thursday period 5.

LOTE:
Ms Emmaline Winmar will be teaching Noongar to the students Wednesday period 3.
Physical Education: 
Physical Education will be taught by Mr Ben Myers Monday Period 4 and Tuesday Period 3.

Library:
Students will be going to the library with Mrs Mango Mondays period 5 and Fridays period 6, for book exchanges and literature studies. Please remember to bring a library bag to school. Books must be returned weekly in order to take out a new book. 

Teacher Contact Details:
To ensure we are on the same page regarding your child’s learning, or if there is anything you wish to discuss, please organise a meeting by either contacting the school directly on 9861 3200, or via email at hannah.dunkeld@education.wa.edu.au. 

Kind Regards,  
Miss Hannah Dunkeld
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