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 WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

TERM 1, 2026 OUTLINE

Year 3 – Room 14
Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Year 3. As I have been lucky enough to loop from Year 2 with your children, we have had a very smooth and happy start to the year, everyone seems settled and happy. We started the year by revisiting class culture and expectations. Plenty of movement and play have been included in these first few weeks to help the children reconnect and settle after their long break. Our routines for arrival are unchanged with the children needing to unpack their folder and water bottle and set up their desks. They are then free to go to Breakfast Club or play inside until 8:50am. Bringing something healthy to Crunch and Sip is encouraged. Please do not let your children come to school before 8:35am as there is no supervision.
Mrs Quinn and I will be working closely together this year, with Mrs Quinn teaching our class on Fridays. We are delighted with the student reaction to the Aussie Bush theme that we set up over the holidays, particularly how engaged they are with our Spiny Stick Insects, an Australian native. If you haven’t popped your head in yet, please feel free to do so. We will continue to work together to help our students succeed.
Key dates

	Monday 2 March
	Public Holiday

	Wednesday 4 March
	Swimming Carnival

	Friday 6 March
	Woolorama, School Development Day & Parent meetings

	Wednesday 11 March
	NAPLAN starts

	Thursday 2 April
	Last day of Term 1


learning areas
English – Library visits will be on Fridays
Reading Our reading program is a mix of whole class lessons, supported individual reading, and independent reading. Home reading is strongly encouraged as it makes a huge difference to reading success and helps to establish homework habits. Listening to your child read and signing your child’s diary supports reading development and should take no more than 15 minutes per night. To support independent in-class and home reading each child will be assisted to borrow a levelled Lexile reader from the library when they are ready for this and will be able complete an online quiz following the completion of their reading. We will use Short Reads for independent practise and the Lit Pro program will allow the children to see the clear results of their efforts. 
Writing Children will write daily and will be taught a range of strategies for writing sentences, narratives and simple persuasive texts. Our focus is having students write with confidence so key areas are sharing ideas and independence. A range of formal and informal assessments of progress will be made and students will be supported to work on skills relevant to their own learning. Feedback will be provided directly to the student.
Spelling and Phonics Our school uses the Sound Waves program to support spelling, phonics and grammar. Explicit teaching of syllables and sounding out, backed by daily practise will support student success.  If you have internet access at home, your child can practise important spelling and segmenting tasks by going to the Wagin DHS website and clicking Links for Kids, then Sound Waves Spelling. Our class code is shout433. Alternatively, the children can access Spelling Force online and complete targeted tasks there.
Maths 

Confidence and accuracy are vital in Maths and our practices will support each child to develop these skills. We will continue to have a strong focus on number and place value this term, along with speed for simple arithmetic problems. Using blocks and counters will support students to represent and work with numbers at their level. We will continue to work on measurement, including time telling and any help you can give at home with this difficult skill would be greatly appreciated.
We use Mental Maths books, the Mathletics program, and Explicit Instruction to develop and reinforce skills. Every child has their own Mathletics login which allows for targeted and engaging practise. Your child’s password will be glued in their diary. I set activities that support concepts being taught in class and students can access engaging games after completing activities. You can access Mathletics at home through the Wagin DHS, Links for Kids page. Students are also enjoying access to the Numbots and TTRS programs.
HASS:

This term in HASS our focus is Geography, Australian People and Places. We will consider spaces significant to individual students, their families, and the wider community. We will use this information to begin developing an understanding of the geography and location of features of Australia, what makes these spaces special, and key geographical features of the world. Assessment is ongoing through the unit of study.
Science:
Our focus areas this term are Heat, and Gravitational Forces. This will include sources of heat, heat transfer and measurement, along with impacts of gravity and implications of a no gravity environment.  Science assessment is based on involvement in class activities, completion of activities and understandings shown.
Sport:

Term 1 in Physical Education students will be introduced to the Kiddo Program where they will focus and develop their fundamental movement skills, including body management, locomotion and object control. Students will then take part in small team games and activities where they can consolidate their learning. Small team games will also educate students of the importance of rules and fair play in partner or group activities. All students must be wearing enclosed shoes and bring a hat and water bottle to physical education classes.

Health:
Our major focus area in Health this term is Healthy Choices, with a strong focus on building self-awareness and personal capability. This will include healthy food choices, appropriate ways to get physical exercise and understanding and building on personal strengths. We will continue with learning from The Resilience Project and are pleased with the level of positive social interactions students are demonstrating. 

Digital Technologies:
In this unit, students explore how digital systems and data work together to perform everyday tasks. They investigate the role of peripheral devices, learning how input and output devices improve system functionality, and design their own labelled digital systems. Students learn how data is collected, represented and used, examining real-world examples from technology and various occupations. They analyse different forms of data representation, including symbols, images, text, videos, sounds and numbers. Through hands-on activities on data transmission and collection, students investigate how information moves between systems and is visualised using charts. By the end of the unit, they develop practical skills in understanding and applying digital systems and data concepts. Students also get the opportunity to practice touch typing with EdAlive Typing Tournament. In the computer lab students are required to wear closed shoes for safety.
Design and Technology: 

Engineering principles and systems is our focus this term – forces, and the properties of materials affecting the behaviour of a product. Students will be learning about; the role of people in design and technologies occupations, and ways products, services and environments are designed to meet community needs.
Specialist Learning Areas:
	Sport
	Mr Myers
	Monday/Thursday

	Visual Art
	Mrs Neil-Smith
	Tuesday/Friday

	Language – Noongar 
	Mrs Winmar
	Wednesday

	Technology/Digitech
	Ms Pieterse
	Thursday


Teacher Contact Details:
We are happy to meet with you to discuss your child’s learning or other needs throughout the term. 
Contact options: Via your child’s diary, through the School office - 9861 3200 for a call back or via email - Bridgit.Gannaway@education.wa.edu.au or Kyra.Quinn@education.wa.edu.au 
We look forward to working with you to support your child to achieve their personal best.
Bridgit Gannaway and Kyra Quinn
