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COURSE OUTLINE  
 
There are three units of study in the Year 7 curriculum for Geography and Economics and Business: Water 
in the World, Place and Liveability and Producing and Consuming.  
 
In Geography, the concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability 
and change continue to be developed as a way of thinking and provide students with the opportunity to 
inquire into the nature of water as a natural resource. The concept of place is expanded through 
students' investigation of the liveability of their own place. They apply this understanding to a wide range 
of places and environments at the full range of scales, from local to global, and in a range of locations. 
 
The key inquiry questions for Year 7 Geography are: 

 How do people’s reliance on places and environments influence their perception of them? 

 What effect does the uneven distribution of resources and services have on the lives of people? 

 What approaches can be used to improve the availability of resources and access to services 
 
The unit on Producing and Consuming gives students the opportunity to further develop their 
understanding of the concepts making choices and allocation is further developed through a focus on 
the interdependence of consumers and producers in the market, the characteristics of successful 
businesses, including how specialisation and entrepreneurial behaviour contributes to business success. 
Work and work futures are introduced, as students consider why people work. Students focus on national 
issues, with opportunities for the concepts to also be considered in relation to local community or global 
issues where appropriate. 
 
The key inquiry questions for Year 7 Economics and Business are:  

 Why is there a relationship between consumers and producers in the market?  
 Why is personal and financial planning for the future important for consumers and businesses? 
 What types of work exist and in what other ways can people derive an income? 

 
COURSE OUTCOMES 
 
At Standard, students construct a range of questions and use a variety of methods to select, collect and 
organise information and/or data from appropriate sources. They develop criteria to determine the 
usefulness of primary and/or secondary sources for a purpose. When interpreting sources, students 
identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. They interpret information 
and/or data to identify points of view/perspectives, relationships and/or trends, and to sequence events 
and developments. Students apply subject-specific skills to translate information and/or data from one 
format to another, in both familiar and unfamiliar situations. They draw simple evidence-based 
conclusions in a range of contexts. Students represent information and/or data in appropriate formats to 
suit audience and purpose. They develop texts using appropriate subject-specific terminology and 
concepts. Students use evidence to support findings and acknowledge sources of information. 
 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/space
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/interconnection
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/change
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/liveability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/place
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/local
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/interdependence
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/producer
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/specialisation
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/local
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/community


In Geography, students describe the changes caused by interconnections between people, places and 
natural environments, and the alternative strategies used to manage the changes. They describe the 
features of liveable places, and how and/or why places are perceived and valued differently. 
 
In Economics, students describe how the price of goods and services results from interactions between 
consumers and businesses, as a consequence of making choices. They describe how the specialisation of 
workers and businesses, including entrepreneurial behaviour, provides benefits to individuals and the 
wider community. 
 
TASKS & ASSESSMENT 
 
Students will generally undertake work in blocks of 5 weeks. During this time they will be expected to 
complete all required class work and homework, and this will then be assessed in an end of unit test. 
Students may also be asked to complete quizzes, assignments and/or investigations to help develop their 
understanding of the concepts covered. While the key content will be taught at school, it is essential that 
students revise at home on a regular basis to help practice new skills and solidify their understanding. All 
work samples, both formal and informal, will then be used to determine the ability and grade of each 
student.  
 
TIME LINE  
 

 WEEK KEY CONCEPTS ASSESSMENTS 

Te
rm

 3
 

1 – 6 
 

The Geography Toolkit 
 7 key concepts to Geography: Space, Place, Interconnection, 

Change, Environment, Scale and Sustainability.  
 Mapping: Using BOLTSS and identifying features in political, 

physical and dot distribution maps. Creating overlay maps and 
using line scale to measure distances. 
  

Water in the World  
 How is water an environmental resource?  
 The importance of water 
 Where water comes from (the water cycle) 
 Stored water and the world’s drinking water 
 Perth’s water supply  

 
How does water connect and affect places?  

 Water connects people and places  
 Water affects places  
 Water for food and energy  
 The structure and language features in an information report 
 Researching and creating an information report 

 
How much water do we have and how do we manage it? 

 Water distribution in Australia-  quality and quantity 
 The challenges of managing water 
 Water and Indigenous Australians 
 Competition and managing water supplies 

 
 
 

Practical skills: 
Creating 
overlay maps 
and locating 
features on 
maps 
 
 
 
 
 
Information 
reports: 
Murray Darling 
River and a 
river from Asia 
or Africa. 
 
 
 
End-of-unit test 
on Water 



7 – 10 

Liveable Cities  
 What makes a city liveable? 
 Measuring liveability and identifying push/pull factors  
 Environmental Quality 
 Safety and Stability and Infrastructure 
 Access to health care and education  

 
Where are the world’s most and least liveable cities?  

 The world’s most liveable cities. Case study: Vienna  
 The world’s least liveable cities. Case study: Harare 
 Australia’s liveable cities. Case study: Wagin 

 
Where do Australians live and why? 

 Where early indigenous Australians lived 
 Australia’s population distribution 
 How can we make places more liveable? 
 Improving transportation, sustainability, spaces for wildlife 
 Connecting through community 

 
Planning a geographical inquiry- Field Trip  

 Developing geographical questions, collecting, recording and 
communicating findings  

 

 
 
 
 
Investigation: 
What is the  
liveability of 
your local area? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Trip 
booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 
End-of-unit test 

Te
rm

 4
 

1 –6 

The Economics toolkit 
 The 6 Key concepts for Economics: scarcity, making choices, 

specialisation and trade, interdependence, allocation and 
markets, economic performance and living standards.  

 Skills: Interpreting economic data from a table, creating a list 
of pros and cons.  
 

How do individuals and businesses make economic choices?  
 How do consumers rely on businesses to meet 

their needs and wants. Define needs and wants and the 
economic problem. 

 Producers and Consumers  
 How businesses respond to consumer demands  
 Influencing prices  

 
What are the characteristics of an Entrepreneur?  

 Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
 Skills of Entrepreneurs 
 Innovation in Western Australia 
 Designing your own business in Wagin. Time will be spent 

creating their own business plan. Students will present their 
findings to the class.  

 

Practical Skill 
assessment 
task- 
interpreting 
tables and 
charts  
 
 
 
You be the 
entrepreneur: 
Designing a 
business for 
Wagin.  
 

7-10 

Why do we work?  
 Why we work 
 Types of work  
 Why incomes differ 
 Superannuation and Retirement  

End-of-unit test 

Timeline and assessment items may be subject to change. 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/needs
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/wants

