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          Year 7 English 

COURSE OUTLINE 

The English curriculum is built around the three strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in writing, reading, viewing, creating, and listening and speaking.
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These include various types of media texts, including newspapers, film and digital texts, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal texts, with themes and issues involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students develop a critical understanding of the contemporary media and the differences between media texts. 
This year, students will create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including narratives, procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, transformations of texts and reviews. 

Term 1 Focus — Coraline  by Neil Gaiman
This term, students will explore Coraline by Neil Gaiman, examining its gothic elements, themes of bravery and identity, and its use of suspenseful storytelling. Through analysis of character development, symbolism, and narrative techniques, students will develop a deeper understanding of how the novel creates a sense of unease and mystery. The unit will also compare the novel to its film adaptation and explore intertextual connections to other gothic literature. The unit will culminate in students creating their own gothic-inspired short story, utilizing the elements of suspense and visual storytelling.

Term 2 Focus — Stig of the Dump  by Clive King
In Term 2, students will explore Stig of the Dump by Clive King, examining themes of friendship, empathy, communication, and respect for history and the environment. Students will analyse character development, narrative voice, humour, and the contrast between modern life and prehistoric living. The unit will encourage students to consider perspective, cultural understanding, and how authors use adventure and imagination to explore meaningful ideas. Students will explore how the text builds relationships between characters from different worlds, and how descriptive language, dialogue, and setting contribute to storytelling. They will also examine adaptations, visual storytelling, and creative reinterpretations of scenes from the novel. The unit will culminate in students creating imaginative and analytical responses, including a creative narrative inspired by Stig of the Dump, a persuasive task, and a multimodal presentation.

COURSE OUTCOMES

Receptive Modes (Reading, Viewing, Listening) Term 1:
· Analyse and interpret the novel’s structure, themes, and character development (Book 1)
· Compare the book with its’ film adaptation, evaluating differences in storytelling (Book 1)
· Examine gothic elements and their impact on reader experience (Book 1)

Receptive Modes (Reading, Viewing, Listening) Term 2:
· Analyse and interpret themes, characters, and narrative structure in Stig of the Dump
· Examine how humour, dialogue, and descriptive language shape meaning
· Compare modern and prehistoric perspectives within the text
· Identify authorial choices and how they influence reader engagement
· Explore visual and media adaptations of the text

Productive Modes (Speaking, Writing, Creating) Term 1:
· Write analytical essays on themes, characterisation, and gothic conventions (Book 1)
· Develop creative writing skills through atmospheric storytelling (Book 1)
· Engage in discussions and debates on the effectiveness of suspense in literature (Book 1)
· Create multimodal responses integrating imagery, narrative, and voice (Book 1)

Productive Modes (Speaking, Writing, Creating) Term 2:
· Write analytical responses exploring character, theme, and authorial intent
· Create imaginative narratives inspired by themes, characters, or settings from the novel
· Construct persuasive texts connected to themes such as conservation, empathy, or friendship
· Participate in collaborative discussion and oral presentations
· Develop multimodal texts combining images, voice, and written content


TASKS & ASSESSMENT

Achievement of the Reading and Viewing Strand will be measured through:
	Reading and Viewing Tasks
	% of grade

	Character Analysis & Creative Character Profiles (Coraline)
	10

	Character Analysis – Barny & Stig (Stig of the Dump)
	10

	Comparative Media Review (Coraline)
	10



Achievement of the Writing and Creating Strand will be measured through:
	Writing and Creating Tasks
	% of grade

	Multimodal Presentation – Creating a Suspenseful Narrative
	15

	Persuasive Essay : the importance of fear literature 
	10

	Creative Writing — Adventure Narrative Inspired by Stig of the Dump
	10

	Persuasive Argument — Protecting History or the Environment (Stig of the Dump)
	15



Achievement of the Speaking Listening strand will be measured through:
	Speaking and Listening Tasks
	% of grade

	Multimodal Presentation – Presenting their suspenseful narrative
	10

	Oral Presentation — Friendship & Understanding Across Time (Stig of the Dump)
	10










TIME LINE 

	
	WEEK
	KEY CONCEPTS
	ASSESSMENTS

	Term 1 – Coraline by Neil Gaiman

	1-2

	Introduction to the Novel and Gothic Literature
· Discuss the gothic genre and its common themes.
· Predict key themes and elements from different versions of the book’s cover and blurb.
· Examine Coraline’s character and her initial perceptions of her new home.
· Reading Focus: Making Predictions & Understanding Genre.
· Grammar Focus: Sentence Structures & Descriptive Language.
	Start-of-term reading and grammar assessments




	
	3-4
	Characterisation and Themes 
· Analyse the Other Mother as an antagonist and her use of manipulation.
· Explore Coraline’s journey of bravery and self-discovery.
· Task: Character Analysis – Create a detailed profile of Coraline and the Other Mother.
· Reading Focus: Identifying Themes & Understanding Character Arcs.
· Grammar Focus: Emotive Writing & Figurative Language.
	Character profiles

	
	5-6
	The Gothic Elements in Coraline
· Identify and analyse gothic conventions in the novel (setting, imagery, suspense).
· Compare Coraline to classic gothic tales (e.g., Frankenstein, The Raven).
· Task: Write an analytical essay on the gothic elements in Coraline.
· Reading Focus: Recognizing Symbolism & Mood in Texts.
· Grammar Focus: Structuring Analytical Responses.
	Short essay on the gothic elements in the first section of the book ‘Coraline’

	
	7
	Persuasive Writing – The Role of Fear in Storytelling
· Debate why fear is an important aspect of storytelling.
· Discuss how authors use suspense to engage readers.
· Task: Write a persuasive essay on the importance of fear in literature.
· Reading Focus: Evaluating Arguments & Persuasive Techniques.
· Grammar Focus: Structuring Persuasive Texts.
	Persuasive essay on the importance of fear literature

	
	8-9
	Multimodal Presentation – Creating a Suspenseful Narrative
· Examine the use of visual elements in Coraline (illustrations, film adaptation).
· Develop a short gothic-inspired story incorporating suspenseful techniques.
· Task: Create a multimodal presentation integrating text, imagery, and narration.
· Reading Focus: Identifying Purpose & Visual Storytelling.
· Grammar Focus: Cohesion in Narrative Writing.
	




Multimodal presentation









	
	
	Final Reflection
· Compare Coraline with other gothic and horror literature.
· Discuss how different mediums (film, novel, illustration) influence storytelling.
· Reflect on the creative writing process and personal growth throughout the unit.
End-of-term reading and grammar assessments will be conducted in the final week.
Note: Timeline and assessment items may be subject to change based on class progress.
	End-of-term reading and grammar assessments


	  Term 2 – Stig of the Dump by Clive King
	1
	 Introduction to the Novel & Context
· Introduce Stig of the Dump and author background
· Explore themes: friendship, difference, empathy, history
· Predict plot and ideas using cover, blurb, and opening chapter
· Discuss modern vs prehistoric life
· Reading Focus: Making Predictions & Understanding Context
· Grammar Focus: Sentence Structure & Descriptive Language

	






	
	2
	Character Foundations
· Explore Barney as a narrator and protagonist
· Introduce Stig — communication, behaviour, and mystery
· Examine first impressions and character contrast
· Reading Focus: Character Traits & Inference
· Grammar Focus: Adjectives, Expanded Noun Groups

	

Assessment Begins: Character Analysis — Barney & Stig



	
	3
	 Friendship & Perspective
· Analyse how Barney and Stig’s relationship develops
· Explore empathy, misunderstanding, and cooperation
· Discuss point of view and narrative voice
· Reading Focus: Theme & Perspective
· Grammar Focus: Dialogue Punctuation & Voice
	

	
	4
	Setting, History & Imagination
· Examine how setting creates adventure and atmosphere
· Explore prehistoric vs modern environments
· Visualise scenes through descriptive writing
· Reading Focus: Setting, Mood & Imagery
· Grammar Focus: Sensory Language & Figurative Devices
	

	
	5
	Creative Writing: Adventure Narrative
· Study adventure storytelling and narrative structure
· Plan and draft a creative story inspired by the novel
· Focus on plot, tension, setting, and character
· Reading Focus: Story Structure
· Grammar Focus: Paragraphing, Complex Sentences

	Assessment: Creative Writing — Adventure Narrative


	
	6
	Deeper Themes & Meaning
· Explore themes: conservation, respect, communication, and change
· Analyse key moments that reveal author’s message
· Short analytical responses to theme or character
· Reading Focus: Authorial Intent
· Grammar Focus: Linking Ideas & Text Cohesion
	Assessment: Short Analytical Response


	
	7-8
	Persuasive Writing: Protecting the Past
· Discuss themes of environmental care and preserving history
· Explore persuasive techniques and argument structure
· Plan and draft persuasive writing on conservation or heritage
· Reading Focus: Evaluating Arguments
· Grammar Focus: Persuasive Language & Cohesion

	Assessment: Persuasive Argument


	
	9
	Visual Storytelling & Multimodal Planning
· Explore illustrations, visual retellings, and imagined film scenes
· Analyse how visuals shape meaning
· Plan a multimodal retelling of a chosen scene
· Reading Focus: Visual Literacy
· Grammar Focus: Narrative Cohesion
	

	
	10
	Multimodal Production & Oral Presentation
· Create and refine multimodal scene retellings
· Rehearse oral delivery and presentation skills
· Present multimodal responses to the class
	Assessment: Oral Presentation — Friendship Across Time

	
	11
	Comparative Reflection & Assessment Wrap-Up
· Reflect on Stig of the Dump compared with other adventure texts
· Discuss imagination, empathy, and storytelling
· Review major themes and learning growth
· Final reading and grammar assessments
· Unit reflection and feedback

	End-of-term reading and grammar assessments





Note: Timeline and assessment items may be subject to change based on class progress.
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