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          Year 8/9 English 

COURSE OUTLINE 

The English curriculum is built around the three strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together, these strands develop students’ skills in reading, writing, viewing, listening, speaking, and creating, enabling them to communicate effectively and think critically about the world around them.
Students engage with a broad range of texts for enjoyment, interpretation, and analysis. These include plays, novels, media texts, film, nonfiction, poetry, and multimodal texts, with increasing levels of complexity in themes, structure, and ideas. Through close study of texts, students develop their ability to analyse language choices, explore authorial intent, evaluate perspectives, and respond creatively and critically.
Throughout the semester, students will produce a variety of imaginative, analytical, informative, and persuasive texts, including essays, creative writing pieces, dramatic responses, multimodal presentations, and structured oral tasks. They will also strengthen their understanding of grammar, spelling, vocabulary, and sentence structure, with opportunities for editing, reflection, and redrafting.

Term 1 Focus — Blood Brothers by Willy Russell
In Term 1, students will study the play Blood Brothers, exploring how Willy Russell uses drama, dialogue, music, and symbolism to examine themes of class inequality, fate, family, friendship, social responsibility, and moral choice. Students will analyse the development of key characters such as Mickey, Edward, Mrs Johnstone, and Mrs Lyons, and consider how their decisions and circumstances shape the tragic outcome of the play.
Students will explore a range of dramatic techniques, including stage directions, lighting, sound, costume, and set design, and investigate how these elements contribute to mood, tension, and audience engagement. They will examine the role of the narrator, foreshadowing, superstition, and repeated motifs to understand how the playwright builds suspense and emotional impact.
Screen and stage adaptations will be viewed throughout the unit, allowing students to compare live performance with filmed drama. They will analyse how directors use camera angles, editing, music, acting, and visual symbolism to influence audience interpretation. Students will also experiment with performance-based activities, script rewriting, and creative responses, culminating in analytical and imaginative tasks linked to the themes and messages of the play.

Term 2 Focus — Children of the Stone City by Beverley Naidoo
In Term 2, students will explore the novel Children of the Stone City, examining how dystopian fiction can reflect real-world concerns about power, inequality, control, resistance, justice, identity, and survival. Students will analyse the novel’s narrative structure, character motivations, ethical dilemmas, and social commentary, considering how the author positions readers to question fairness, authority, and freedom.
Students will investigate how tension and atmosphere are created through setting, pacing, symbolism, and language, and how characters respond to oppression and injustice. They will examine the moral choices faced by the protagonists and evaluate the consequences of courage, loyalty, and rebellion.
Throughout the unit, students will create analytical, persuasive, and imaginative responses, including creative writing inspired by dystopian settings, persuasive arguments related to power and justice, and a multimodal project exploring key themes. Students will also compare the novel to other dystopian or speculative texts and discuss how fiction can be used to comment on social and political issues in meaningful and thought-provoking ways.





COURSE OUTCOMES

Receptive Modes (Reading, Viewing, Listening)
· Analyse themes, characterisation, and structure in drama and dystopian fiction
· Interpret dramatic techniques, symbolism, and performance choices
· Compare live theatre scripts with screen adaptations
· Analyse how language and visual elements shape meaning
· Evaluate how texts represent power, inequality, identity, and moral choice

Productive Modes (Speaking, Writing, Creating)
· Write analytical responses on theme, character, and authorial intent
· Create imaginative texts inspired by drama and dystopian fiction
· Perform and present dramatic and multimodal responses
· Construct persuasive arguments linked to social and ethical issues
· Participate in class discussions, debates, and oral presentations.

TASKS & ASSESSMENT

Achievement of the Reading and Viewing Strand will be measured through:
	Reading and Viewing Tasks
	% of grade

	Script Passage Analysis — Blood Brothers
	10

	Character Analysis - Mickey, Edward, Mrs Johnstone, and Mrs Lyons
	15

	Analytical Response — Children of the Stone City
	15

	Comprehension tasks
	10



Achievement of the Writing and Creating Strand will be measured through:
	Writing and Creating Tasks
	% of grade

	Analytical Essay — Theme or Inequality (Blood Brothers)
	15

	Creative Writing — Dystopian Scene or Alternative Ending (Stone City)
	10

	Persuasive Writing — Power, Control, or Justice (Stone City)
	15



Achievement of the Speaking Listening strand will be measured through:
	Speaking and Listening Tasks
	% of grade

	Whole-Class Discussions, Oral Responses & Comprehension Contributions
	10
















TIME LINE 

	
	WEEK
	KEY CONCEPTS
	ASSESSMENTS

	Term 1 – Blood Brothers by Willy Russell

	1-2

	Introduction to the Play, Context & Themes
· Introduce Blood Brothers and playwright Willy Russell
· Explore social context: class, inequality, 1960s–80s Britain
· Predict themes using the title, blurb, opening scenes, and key quotes
· Begin reading the script and exploring narrator, superstition, and fate
· View short screen/stage clips to compare performance choices
· Reading Focus: Making Predictions, Identifying Themes
· Language Focus: Dramatic structure, sentence variety
	Start-of-term reading and grammar assessments


Begin: Script Passage Analysis

	
	3-4
	Character, Conflict & Motivation
· Deep dive into Mickey, Edward, Mrs Johnstone, and Mrs Lyons
· Explore how class, upbringing, and choices shape identity
· Track character development across key scenes
· Analyse dialogue, conflict, and emotional turning points
· Use theatre clips to examine acting choices, tone, and interpretation
· Writing Focus: Embedding quotes & analytical paragraphs
	Character Analysis — Blood Brothers (Due end Week 4)

	
	5
	Performance & Interpretation
· Compare how different actors portray the same character
· Explore body language, tone, pace, and staging
· Students rehearse and perform short scenes
· Discuss how performance changes audience sympathy and meaning
· Build skills that feed into the Analytical Essay
	

	
	6-7
	6–7 — Themes, Meaning & Analytical Writing
· Explore key themes including class inequality, fate, family, social responsibility, and moral choice
· Analyse how Willy Russell critiques social structures and opportunity
· Examine how dramatic techniques influence audience response
· Plan, draft, and edit the Analytical Essay — Theme or Inequality
· Reading Focus: Authorial Intent & Thematic Analysis
· Writing Focus: Analytical Paragraph Structure & Formal Tone
	Analytical Essay 

	
	8
	Character Review, Performance & Interpretation
· Revisit major character arcs and key turning points
· Analyse how performance choices influence audience sympathy and meaning
· View selected theatre clips to examine acting, tone, blocking, and staging
· Participate in short scene readings or performance workshops
· Reading Focus: Character Motivation & Perspective
· Speaking Focus: Expression, Tone & Audience Awareness
	












	
	9
	Final Reflection - Comprehension, Reflection & Consolidation
· Complete Comprehension Tasks
· Review major scenes, themes, symbols, and quotations
· Structured class discussion on key ideas and character decisions
· Written reflection on learning across the unit
· End-of-term reading and literacy review
Note: Timeline and assessment items may be subject to change based on class progress.
	Assessment: Comprehension Tasks (Due)
End-of-term reading and grammar assessments


	  Term 2 –  Children of the Stone City by Beverley Naidoo
	1-2
	  Introduction to the Novel, Genre & Context
· Introduce the novel, author background, and dystopian genre
· Explore key ideas: power, control, freedom, survival, identity
· Predict themes using the cover, blurb, and opening chapters
· Establish key vocabulary and concepts related to authoritarian societies
· Begin reading and tracking major characters and setting
· Reading Focus: Predictions, Genre, Setting
· Language Focus: Tone, descriptive language, vocabulary development

	






	
	3
	Character, Power & Perspective
· Analyse character motivations and emerging conflicts
· Examine how power operates between individuals and groups
· Explore narrative perspective and how it shapes reader understanding
· Short written response analysing a key scene
· Assessment Introduced: Analytical Response — Children of the Stone City
· Reading Focus: Inference, Perspective
· Writing Focus: Analytical paragraph structure

	

Assessment Begins:   Analytical Response — Children of the Stone City




	
	4-5
	  Conflict, Theme & Moral Dilemmas
· Explore central conflicts and ethical challenges faced by characters
· Analyse themes including resistance, fear, loyalty, justice, and conformity
· Track key turning points in the narrative
· Discuss how the author positions readers to question authority and fairness
· Draft and refine the Analytical Response
· Assessment Due: Analytical Response — Children of the Stone City
· Reading Focus: Theme, Cause & Effect
· Writing Focus: Evidence selection and explanation

	Assessment Due: Analytical Response — Children of the Stone City


	
	6
	Creative Writing: Alternative Scene or Missing Chapter
· Explore how authors create tension, atmosphere, and suspense
· Write a creative response, such as:
· An alternative scene
· A missing chapter
· A retelling from another character’s perspective
· Focus on voice, tone, character consistency, and narrative pacing
· Peer editing and refinement
· Assessment Due: Creative Writing — Dystopian Scene / Alternative Response
· Writing Focus: Narrative voice & structure

	Assessment Due: Creative Writing — Dystopian Scene / Alternative Response


	
	7-8
	Power, Persuasion & Social Commentary
· Examine propaganda, messaging, and control in the novel
· Explore how language can influence belief, obedience, and resistance
· Connect fictional power structures to real-world social issues
· Teach persuasive writing techniques: argument, evidence, rhetoric
· Plan and draft Persuasive Writing — Power, Control, or Justice
· Reading Focus: Evaluating arguments
· Writing Focus: Persuasive structure, tone, cohesion

	

	
	9
	Persuasive Writing Refinement & Discussion
· Edit and refine persuasive drafts
· Structured class discussions on justice, fairness, and moral responsibility
· Oral contributions assessed through discussion and comprehension
· Assessment Due: Persuasive Writing — Power, Control, or Justice
· Speaking Focus: Expressing viewpoints & supporting ideas
	Assessment Due: Persuasive Writing — Power, Control, or Justice


	
	10
	Consolidation, Reflection & Comprehension
· Review major plot developments, character arcs, and key ideas
· Complete comprehension and text-based response tasks
· Short reflective writing on themes and lessons from the novel
· Targeted revision of vocabulary, quotations, and analytical skills
· Assessment Due: Comprehension Tasks

	Assessment Due: Comprehension Tasks


	
	11
	Review, Synthesis & Unit Closure
· Compare Children of the Stone City with other dystopian or speculative texts
· Discuss how fiction reflects real-world social and political concerns
· Final reading and literacy check
· Student self-reflection on learning progress
· Completion of Speaking & Listening assessment through discussion and oral response
· Unit evaluation and feedback

	End-of-term reading and grammar assessments





Note: Timeline and assessment items may be subject to change based on class progress.
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